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- CITY OF BRAMPTON - 


HEALTHCARE EMERGENCY 


Code red as 


Care, not cuts, should be driving 
Brampton’s healthcare system, a 
coalition of doctors and residents 
told Brampton  councilorsl 
Wednesday. 

The city’s ongoing battle for 
provincial healthcare funding in 
the face of rapid population growth 
and chronic underfunding led to 
council approving a motion that 
declared a “healthcare emergency” 
at its Wednesday meeting. 

The motion, brought forward by 
Wards 9 &1io city councillor 
Harkirat Singh and unanimously 
passed by council, states that the 
city declare an emergency for its 
healthcare system, and that city 
staff liaise with from the federal 
and provincial government and 
representatives from William 
Osler Health System (WOHS) to 


Wedding 
Birthday 


grant urgent healthcare funding, 
ensure that the emergency depart- 
ment at Brampton Civic Hospital 
receive an additional 850 beds and 
adequate inpatient services, and 
ensure that the hospital bed count 
is equivalent to the provincial av- 
erage per capita. 

"There's no frustration I hear 
more often in the city than people 
telling me horror stories (about 
Brampton hospitals),” said Mayor 
Patrick Brown, addressing Dr.’s 
Kulvinder Gill and Ashvinder 
Lamba, and local resident Sanjay 
Madgal who spoke about the chal- 
lenges alleviating pressures on 
local hospitals. 

“As physicians, you're powerful 
advocates. You see the front 
lines.... your story, unfortunately, 
is common," said Brown. "We're 
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Brampton Councillor Martin Medeiros (centre-left) speaks alongside fellow Councillors Charmaine Williams (left) 
and Jeff Bowman (right) after a delegation by Concerned Ontario Doctors regarding inadequate healthcare fund- 
ing at the city’s regular council meeting on Jan. 22, 2020. (PWN Staff) 


all doing our best to chip in, but at 
the end of the day, we need the 
province to step up. 

Bringing the motion forward was 
absolutely essential, because the 
city’s hallway medicine” crisis and 
overcrowding is constantly used as 
an example of what health care 
crises look like nationally, said 
Singh. “Brampton deserves its fair 
share and our residents deserve 
the basic right of having access to 
adequate health care.” 

Last month, councillors passed a 
resolution that recognized the ur- 
gent needs of the city’s health care 
system, including major funding 
gaps, long wait times, and hallway 
medicine. The resolution re- 
quested immediate action from al! 
health care system providers. 


Continued on Pg 4 
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Suspect wanted in connection 
with homicide found dead 


A suspect who was 
wanted in connection 
with the death of his 
ex-wife has been 
found dead in 
Toronto, Peel Police 
revealed earlier this 


week. 

The suspect, 36 
year-old Rakeshbhai 
Patel, was _ being 


sought by police in re- 
lation to the death of 
28 year-old Heeral 
Patel, his ex-wife, who 
was found dead on 
Jan. 16 near the Fogal 
Road and Nexus Avy- 
enue area, located by 
the Etobicoke border. 

Peel Police’s Homi- 
cide and Missing Per- 
sons Bureau ruled the 
death suspicious and 
began an investigation 
into Heeral’s death. 

A warrant was later 
issued for the arrest of 


Rakeshbhai, who 
media reports later re- 
vealed had split up 
with Heeral last year. 
Rakeshbhai was 
later found dead by 
authorities on Jan. 17. 
In a statement, police 
said they are 
not pursuing 
the matter as a 
criminal — in- 
vestigation. ; 
The board of ® 
directors at » 
Villa Leonardo | 
Gambin, the 
nursing home 
where Heeral 
worked, also 
said __ Friday 
that they were 
“heartbroken 
by the tragic 
loss of a young 
team member 
who was com- / 
mitted to her 


profession.” 

Any residents with 
additional informa- 
tion regarding the 


case are asked to call 
Peel Police at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 3205. 


Jan. 23, 2020 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 3 


No first-term report cards due 
to strike, school board says 


Students in Peel may 
be out of luck when it 
comes to getting their 
first-term report cards, if 
ongoing strikes are any- 
thing to go by. 

The Peel District 
School Board revealed 
earlier this week that due 
to an ongoing work-to- 
rule campaign being con- 
ducted by the Elementary 
Teachers' Federation of 
Ontario (ETFO), report 
cards are unable to be is- 
sued for more than 
100,000 elementary stu- 
dents in the system. 

"While regular assess- 
ment practices continue, 
this term, per job sanc- 
tions, elementary teach- 
ers are writing and 
providing marks, but are 
not inputting them elec- 
tronically,” the board 
wrote in a statement 
Tuesday. “At this time, 
we are unable to provide 
parents/guardians with 


Term One report cards 
for elementary students." 
The strike also impacts 
Individual Education 
Plans (IEP). In their mes- 
sage to parents, the board 
said that while IEPs will 
be updated with goals 
and expectations, but are 
currently unable to be 
provided to families. 
"We know how impor- 
tant progress reports are 
to families and students, 
and that marks, learning 
skills and teacher com- 
ments are valued," said 
Peel District School 
Board director of educa- 
tion Peter Joshua Tues- 
day. "At the same time, 
report cards are not the 
sole, nor are they the 
most important records 
of achievement data we 
have for your child/teen. 
They are simply one up- 
date on progress." 
Responding to the deci- 
sion to not issue report 


cards by multiple school 
boards, including Peel, 
Toronto and York Region 
among others, Education 
Minister Stephen Lecce 
said that union leaders 
are risking student suc- 
cess and preventing par- 
ents from seeing valuable 
information about their 
child's performance in 
class. 

"It underscores our 
government's insistence 
that teacher union lead- 
ers cancel these strikes 
that are hurting our kids," 
said Lecce, "and it only 
strengthens our belief 
that parents want our 

overnment to invest in 

ont-line services, not in 
compensation and other 
demands, for some of the 
highest-paid educators in 
the country.” 

Look for additional 
coverage of the strike ac- 
tion in upcoming editions 
of Peel Weekly News. 


911 caller reporting dangerous driver left in the cold 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


A Mississauga driver 
who was worried some- 
one would be killed by 
an erratic driver is upset 
that when he called 
emergency 911 for sup- 
port, he was put on hold 
for six minutes. 

Sam Gill made the 
news last month when 
he recorded a video of 
himself driving and 
filming a driver weaving 
erratically in and out of 
oncoming traffic on a 
busy road at night. 

“g-1-1! Pick up!” Gill 
can be heard yelling as 
films the other vehicle 
swerving around the 
road, mounting the 
curb and hitting a 
snowbank so hard at 
one point that it took off 
one of the vehicle’s 
headlights. 

Gill, who spoke to 
media outlets last week, 
said he wasn’t sure if the 
driver was impaired or 
in medical distress, but 
realized the vehicle was 
a danger to other mo- 
torists and didn’t dis- 


play any form of con- 
trol. Gill later said that 
he had to chase the 
speeding vehicle be- 
cause he was convinced 
that the driver could kill 
himself and others on 
the road. 

Upon calling 9-1-1, 
however, an operator 
put him on hold for 
more than six minutes. 
During that time, the 
driver of the other vehi- 
cle is shown slipping in 
and out of oncoming 
traffic while Gill honked 
his horn and yelled for 
people to get out of the 
way. 

This is not the only 
case in Mississauga that 
has resulted in concerns 
over the usage of the 
emergency line and po- 
tential misuse. In fact, 
the National Emergency 
Numbers Association 
(NENA), which regu- 
lates emergency phone 
services in Canada, has 
not set standards that 
require the adoption of 
emergency services. 


The voluntary adop- 
tion rules were also 
adopted by the NENA 
in 2006, stating that 90 
per cent of the 911 calls 
should be picked up by 
the operator within ten 
seconds. 

The concept of pick- 
ing up the phone within 
ten seconds is misused 
by many people. When 
it comes to Peel Region, 
this area is well-known 
for false 9-1-1 calls 
made for frivolous rea- 
son. 

Last year, a man 
called 9-1-1 because a 
restaurant put tomatoes 
in his chicken sandwich 
that he didn't order. An- 
other case involved a 
woman who called the 
police to come and give 
her a ride, as she was 
late heading to work. 

In 2017, Peel Region 
received 3,565,911 calls, 
out of which 313,000 
bogus calls were logged. 

These figures point to 
why Mississauga coun- 
cil passed a resolution 


two days ago recom- 
mending the Ontario 
government that those 
who misuse 9-1-1 be 
punished. 

In Alberta and Nova 
Scotia, a wrongful 9-1-1 
caller can be fined 
$5,000 for a first-time 
offender and a $10,000 
fine for a second-time 
offender. 

Following the death of 
four people in two acci- 
dents last year, the 
Coroner's Jury in On- 
tario ruled that the 
provincial government 
should create an inde- 
pendent body that had 
the power to improve 
the 9-1-1 system and 
raise awareness about 
the emergency line in 
public. 

The question also 
arises as to why such 
persons should not be 
jailed under the law for 
"interfering with the 
functioning of the po- 
lice". 

A few years ago, the 
Telecommunications 


Commission of Canada 
prepared a report called 
Matters related to 
Emergency 9-1-1, in 
which an_ elephant 
drawing represented 
the various branches of 
telecommunications 
services. The branches 
included Public Safety 
Canada, Ambulance 
Services, Fire, Police, 
Provincial Emergency 
Management, Rogers, 
Shaw, telephone com- 
panies and local police 
services. 

According to a report 
by the Telecommunica- 
tions Commission, the 
health of the “9-1-1 ele- 
phant” is shown deteri- 
orating significantly. 

The reasons for its 
poor health include a 
large gap in the public's 
expectations and the ac- 
tual reality of the 911 
system, no standardized 
set-up, no regular 
source of funding, and 
the absence of any fed- 
eral government over- 
sight. 


Ontario does not have 
legislation to govern the 
delivery of 9-1-1 service 
or to provide secure 
funding for it. 

It is probably time for 
the local, provincial, 
and federal govern- 
ments to consider the 
responsibility of the 
state and take steps to 
improve the 9-1-1 sys- 
tem. These steps should 
include punishment for 
the negligence, hiring 
the right amount of 
staff, and making the 9- 
1-1 system the epitome 
of sophisticated tele- 
phone technology. 

Gill, after his experi- 
ence seeing dangerous 
driving in Mississauga, 
iss worried about what 
might happen to his 
family or any others if 
there is another emer- 
gency such as this one 
or any kind. 

"We've lost our faith, 
and that's not a good 
feeling," he told the CBC 
earlier this month. 
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A 3.24 per cent tax in- 
crease, a $1.6 million invest- 
ment in 40km/h_ speed 
limits for residential areas 
and a program leader for the 
Vision Zero initiative are 
some of the changes and im- 
provements outlined in Mis- 
sissauga’s 2020 budget, 
which was approved 
Wednesday morning at their 
regular council meeting. 

The budget approval, 
which was deferred to Jan. 
22 after councillors elected 
to wait last month for Peel 
Region to unveil its 2020 
operating and_ capital 
budget, means that Missis- 
sauga residents will see their 
residential property tax in- 
crease by 3.24 per cent, or 
approximately $88.18 for a 
$680,000 property. The res- 
idential tax increase is split 
between 1.60 per cent from 
the city and 1.64 per cent 
from the region. 

The approved budget in- 
cludes $4.4 million in 
spending for new initiatives, 
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including the hiring of a 
planning and zoning exam- 
iner to manage demand, 
renovation of Churchill 
Meadows Community Cen- 
tre, 32,600 more service 
hours for the MiWay transit 
system and the hiring of a 
program leader for the Vi- 
sion Zero initiative, which 
seeks to curb injuries and 
deaths on city streets. $1.6 
million will also be invested 
for the implementation of 
new 40km/h speed limits in 
residential areas, as well as 
30km/h school zones within 
neighbourhoods, while a 
further $3.8 million will be 
invested to help build new 
fire stations, trucks and 
equipment as well as en- 
hanced public education 
programs and outreach. 
$2.9 billion will be in- 
vested over the next ten 
years to handle major capi- 
tal projects, including the 
design of the new Cooksville 
Community Centre, renova- 
tion of libraries, construc- 


tion of six new fire stations, 
support for the city's cycling 
programs and_ redevelop- 
ment for the  Burn- 
hamthorpe and Carmen 
Corbasson Community Cen- 
tres. 

In summary discussions 
before the budget was ap- 
proved, Mississauga Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie said that 
the strikes the right balance 
between keeping taxes in 
line with inflation while con- 
tinuing to deliver services 
residents expect. 

“We will continue to strive 
to deliver value for money 
for residents while making 
the strategic investments 
needed to stay competitive, 
be prepared for future 
growth and attract people 
and businesses from around 
the world," said Crombie. 
"Investing in transit and 
new initiatives such as the 
long-awaited Churchill 
Meadows Community Cen- 
tre will ensure our City is 
prepared for the future.” 


ga budget brings 3.24% increase 


The 2020 _ operating 
budget for the Stormwater 
Program was also approved, 
and totals $43.8 million, 
with infrastructure, flood re- 
lief projects and outreach 
activities planned. The 2020 
increase for program is two 
per cent, or $108.20 per 
stormwater billing unit, up 
$2.10 from last year. 

In a statement, city man- 
ager Janice Baker said that 
council's commitment to 
service excellence, fiscal re- 
sponsibility and continuous 
improvement are key ele- 
ments of business planning. 
"Construction and mainte- 
nance costs are rising and 
we are experiencing growing 
needs in our city including 
affordable housing, more 
transit infrastructure and 
funding for growth on the 
waterfront. With competing 
pressures and priorities, the 
two per cent special levy we 
are continuing to use helps 
keep our infrastructure in 
good repair.” 


Council passes “healthcare emergency” motion 


Continued from Pg 1 


The city has conducted a 
number of advocacy cam- 
paigns to bring awareness to 
the issue of overcrowding and 
funding concerns over the last 
few years, including last year's 
#FairDealForBrampton peti- 
tion, keynote speeches at 
major conferences including 
the Association of Municipal- 
ities of Ontario (AMO) annual 
meeting, and support of major 
fundraisers like Hockey Night 
in Brampton, which helped 
raise funds to purchase new 
medical equipment _ for 
Brampton Civic and Peel Me- 
morial. 

So far, the petition has gen- 
erated over 18,000 signatures 
from local residents voicing 
their support, but much more 
must be done, not only to pro- 
vide support and funding for 
the hospital as the city grows, 
but to get residents motivated 
to voice their concerns before 
a family member ends up with 
substandard health care. 

"Until you deal with it, it's 
not an issue... but as soon as 
that happens to you, it is an 
issue," said Wards 3&4 city 
councillor Jeff Bowman. 
"(Hospital funding) is critical, 
and has been critical for ten- 
years plus. We need to get 
more angry about it.” 

The Urgent Care Centre at 
the new Peel Memorial site, 
which opened in 2017, was 
built to accommodate 10,000 
patients per year and is al- 
ready operating at 587 per 
cent above capacity, seeing 
more than 75,000 patients 
each year. 

Dr. Kulvinder Gill, founder 
of Concerned Ontario Doctors 
(COD) and a Brampton physi- 
cian who operates her own 
private practice, says the ex- 


isting, multi-tiered health- 
care system with layers of 
padded bureaucracy has been 
putting patient care on the 
back burner. 

The second phase of the new 
Peel Memorial Hospital has 
been approved, but is only in 
the early planning stages and 
remains many years away 
from completion. Gill said the 
200 beds slated for the site 
fall well short of the 850 
needed to bring Brampton up 
to the provincial average, with 
many ending up on waitlists 
for weeks or months at a time 
to see specialists. 

"Access to a waitlist is not 
access to medical care," said 
Gill, who noted that more 
than a million in the province 
do not have access to a family 
doctor. 

Brampton features the low- 
est number of hospital beds 
per capita in Ontario at 0.9 
beds per resident compared to 
the provincial average of 2.3 
beds. Gill added that Bramp- 
ton receives the lowest per 
capita funding in the 
province, at $937 per resident 
- the  second-lowest in 
Canada. The provincial aver- 
age is approximately $2,000 
per resident. 

COD accused the Ford gov- 
ernment of violating the 
Canada Health Care Act for 
not providing adequate fund- 
ing to meet basic health care 
needs in Brampton, adding 
the province cut hours at the 
Peel Memorial urgent care 
centre in July 2019. 

“The tragic part is that as we 
continue to be neglected. Our 
health care crisis continues to 
escalate as our population 
growth continues to increase 
at an astronomical rate,” Gill 
said, who spoke about the 
prevalence of "Code Grid- 


—o- 


lock", when a hospital has 
more than 50 or more pa- 
tients admitted with no avail- 
able hospital rooms. More 
than 5,000 patients are seen 
in hospital hallways each year, 
she told councillors, and the 
situation must change. 

"I can't stress enough that's 
what's impotant to realize is 
that being in a hallway is not 
about convenience... but it im- 
pacts patient outcomes,” said 
Gill, who referred to the con- 
ditions as "third-world". 

Madgal also spoke about his 
experiences taking care of his 
91 year-old father, who was 
discharged at Brampton Civic 
last year after suffering a 
stroke and losing his mobility. 
Madgal's father was later 
readmitted to the hospital 
after coming down with pneu- 
monia, and died in a hospital 
hallway. 

The experience "eroded my 
faith in Brampton's health- 
care system," said Madgal, 
who urged councillors and the 
province to act on real solu- 
tions and funding. "I hope you 
make healthcare a top prior- 
ity... if we can't take care of 
our sick, what good are we?" 

Gill's presentation was 
made on the same day that a 
scathing CBC News report 
was released, with data ob- 
tained from a Freedom of In- 
formation Request revealing 
that some of the province's 
busiest hospitals, including 
Richmond Hill Hospital, Pe- 
terborough Regional Health 
Centre and Hamilton General 
Hospital suffered from con- 
stant overcrowding and hall- 
way healthcare through the 
first six months of 2019. 

Gill said that the province, 
including Premier Doug Ford, 
reduced operating hours for 
healthcare centres while also 


increasing operating hours for 
LCBO stores, alleging that has 
also given preferential treat- 
ment to Osler's Etobicoke 
General Hospital due to it 
being in his home riding. "We 
can see how important Ontar- 
ians' health is for Premier 
Ford," she said. 

In a_ statement issued 
shortly after council's motion 
was passed, Brampton South 
PC MPP Prabmeet Sarkaria 
said that the province is com- 
mited to protecting health 
care. 

“After years of inaction 
under the previous Govern- 
ment, hospitals were left un- 
derfunded and __ hallway 
healthcare had become the 
norm. Premier Ford and our 
government have made it 
clear that we are committed to 
protecting what matters most 
— health care." 

Saying "actions speak 
louder than words", Sarkaria 
pointed out investments in 
mental health supports for 
local residents and the cre- 
ation of 325 long-term care 
beds at sites like the Tullam- 
ore Care Community Centre. 
He also said that he worked 
with the Ministry of Health to 
provide Osler with $500,000 
to complete a proposal for the 
planned Phase II develop- 
ment at Peel Memorial. 

Bringing the motion for- 
ward today was absolutely es- 
sential, said Brown. 

"Brampton's hallway medi- 
cine and overcrowding is con- 
stantly used as an example of 
what health care crises look 
like nationally. Brampton de- 
serves its fair share and our 
residents deserve the basic 
right of having access to ade- 
quate health care.” 
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Taxpayers don't have the spare change for 
Harry and Meghan 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


With the blessing of 


Queen Elizabeth, 
Prince Harry and 
Meghan, the Duke and 
Duchess of Sussex, will 
be dividing their time 
in the U.K. and Canada 
during a "period of 
transition" as they take 
a step back from their 
official duties as senior 
members of the Royal 
Family. 

The decision comes 
after a week of ram- 
pant speculation about 
a rift in the family fol- 
lowing Prince Harry 
and Meghan's bomb- 
shell announcement 
that indicated they 
would reduce _ their 
Royal workload and 
become "financially in- 
dependent." They are 
leaving the U.K. for 
Canada. 

On Monday, the 
Queen released a state- 
ment saying the Royal 
Family "respect" and 
understand their desire 
to live a more inde- 
pendent life as a fam- 
ily, while remaining a 
valued part of the insti- 
tution. 

Since the couple 
made their decision to 
"step back" from their 


IN SUPPORT OF: 


roles as senior mem- 
bers of the Royal Fam- 
ily last Wednesday, the 
U.K. media has been 
thrown into a frenzy. 

How could they do 
this to the Queen? 
What does this new 
"progressive role" 
mean? Who will be 
paying for their secu- 
rity costs overseas? 

Now the question is 
raised that, "who will 
be paying for their se- 
curity costs over here 
in Canada?” 

It's about money. 
The Canadian taxpay- 
ers do not want to pay 
for their security. Why 
should they? It’s noth- 
ing personal. They are 
hugely wealthy and not 
our financial responsi- 
bility. 

Most importantly, 
they are fighting for 


their own freedom, 
and it's "indepen- 
dence." 


So, these two can pay 
their own way - with 
the millions, and they 
are sure to make pri- 
vately. Canadian tax- 
payers don't have the 
spare change; on the 
contrary. 

The bottom line is 
that the Canadians are 
not ready to let them 
have their cake and eat 
it too in Canada, while 
we all bow, scrape, and 
fund their visits and se- 
curity. 

It is shocking that the 


St. John Ambulance 
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NEWS 


Canadian public, who 
enjoy the beautiful 
faces of the Royal Fam- 
ily, find their presence 
‘far from pleasant. 

According to a survey 
by Angus Reid, 73 per 
cent of Canadians want 
Prince Harry and 
Meghan to avoid all 
costs, including their 
own security, without 
burdening Canadians. 
Only 3 per cent of 
Canadians are in favor 
of the Royal couple's 
expense, while 19 per 
cent are in favor of the 
majority of the ex- 
pense. 

Although 69 per cent 
of Canadians are 
‘Prince Harry crazy,’ 
this madness is limited 
only to his celebrity 
with a well-rounded 
appearance and 
celebrity character. 

In fact, there is a 
steady increase in the 
number of Canadians 
who want to see 
Canada get out of the 
Constitutional Coinage 
of the British Empire. 
In 2016, 38 per cent of 
Canadians were 
against being the pro- 
prietor of the Royal 
family; now, that num- 
ber has increased to 45 
per cent. 

While everyone feels 
"honoured" or "spe- 
cial" because Prince 
Harry and Meghan 
would choose to live 
here, the sad part is 


that in the future, if 
they decide to move on 
to L.A. after we paid 
millions of dollars for 
their security and ac- 
commodation. I wish 
the PM would stop 
being starstruck and 
would negotiate the 
terms rather than 
throwing our tax dol- 
lars at them. 

73 per cent of Cana- 
dians think nothing 
should be paid, but 
Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau pointed out 
that Canada would 
have to bear some of 
the Royal couple's ex- 
penses, which would 
include the cost of se- 
curity provided by the 
RCMP. 

Experts who provide 
security for the most 
important people think 
the Royal couple's an- 
nual security cost could 


be more than $10 mil- 
lion. This could include 
items like protecting 
their personal guard, 
vehicle, and secure en- 
closure. 

Experts with knowl- 
edge of Canadian im- 
migration law are 
questioning whether 
the Royal couple will 
come to Permanent 
Residence, whose abil- 
ity to meet their condi- 
tions does not appear 
to both. Prince Harry 
has not even com- 
pleted a university de- 
gree, and by the age of 
35, it is impossible to 
get a number through 
his express entry. 

Anyway, being a Per- 
manent Resident or 
Citizen of Canada for 
Prince Harry and 
Meghan would mean 
becoming ‘King's sub- 
jects.’ 


Being a resident of 
England, they can stay 
without a Visa for up to 
six months, but how 
long will they keep 
going back and forth? 

Our Immigration 
Minister has the right 
to make anyone a Per- 
manent Resident 
under certain circum- 
stances. Will this open 
the way for the Royal 
couple? 

Why not? If the 19 
year-old girl who fled 
from Saudi Arabia's 
strict regime was wel- 
comed by then Foreign 
Minister Chrystia Free- 
land at the Toronto 
Pearson Airport, why 
not do something for 
the Royal family chil- 
dren. 

Just another couple 
on the trail, but recog- 
nizable nonetheless. 


Getty Images 
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LAUNCHING TECH CAREERS, 
TRANSFORMING LIVES. 


a 


Apply Train’ Hiveae 


Begin your | tech career by completing our 
free Junior IT Analyst Program in only 15 weeks. 


Scan for Info Important Information 


Monday to Friday - January 20 - May 1, 2020 


Locations: Mississauga, Markham, Toronto 


Contact Sheryll Smith - 647-669-5850 ext 107 
www. .npowercanada.ca/youth 
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Trio nabbed, major drug 
stash seized in Brampton 


Three residents 
living in a down- 
town apartment 


building were ar- 
rested by police last 
week and charged 
with multiple of- 
fences, police have 
revealed. 

22 Division’s Foot 
Patrol Unit executed 
a search warrant at 
an apartment in the 
Main and Queen 
Street area last 
Wednesday (Jan. 
1 
Upon investigating 
the scene, authori- 
ties discovered that 
three individuals 
were selling drugs in 
the immediate area, 
and a large quantity 
of fentanyl and co- 
caine, along with as- 
sorted drug 
paraphernalia, was 
seized at the scene. 

A 45 year-old 
Brampton man, who 
wasn't identified by 
name as of press 
time, was charged 
with possessing a 


controlled substance 
and trafficking a 
controlled sub- 
stance, and will ap- 
pear in Brampton 
court on Feb. 20. 
A24 year-old 
woman, of no fixed 
address, was 
charged with three 
counts of breaching 
recognizance, and 


appeared in Bramp- 
ton court on Jan. 16 
to answer to the 
charges. 

A 20 year-old male 
from Vaughan was 


arrested and 
charged with two 
counts of possessing 
a controlled sub- 
stance and _ one 
count of trafficking. 
He will appear in 
Brampton court on 
Feb. 13. 

Residents living in 
the area who may 
have additional in- 
formation regarding 
the case are asked to 
call 22 Division’s 
Foot Patrol Unit at 
(905) 453-2121, ext. 
2233. 
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Family's search for justice stalled 
by beleaguered court system 


After waiting almost 
seven years for their 
day in court, a family, 
whose son was able to 
commit suicide while 
he was supposed to be 
under close observa- 
tion at Brampton Civic 
Hospital in June 2014, 
has been advised that 
their wrongful death 
trial scheduled to start 
in Brampton _ this 
month will not start 
until 2021 - because 
there is not a single 
courtroom available in 
the GTA. 

On June 26, 2014, 
20-year-old Prashant 
Tiwari of Brampton 
took his own life, while 
he was supposed to be 
under close staff super- 
vision in the psychi- 
atric unit of Brampton 
Civic, one of William 
Osler's two hospitals. 

A Statement of Claim 


a 


filed by the Tiwari fam- 
ily alleges a wrongful 
death, while a breach 
of privacy suit alleges 
that staff members 
were negligent by at- 
tending a _ potluck 
lunch, rather than 
closely supervising 
Prashant Tiwari. 

In an interview last 
week, Prashant’s fa- 
ther, Rakesh Tiwari, 
said the ongoing mat- 
ter is “one travesty 
after another," indicat- 
ing that it will be at 
least seven years fol- 
lowing his son's death 
before more answers 
are given regarding his 
son's death. 

"First the medical 
system let us down, 
now it's the courts." 

In response to email 
requests from media 
outlets, an Osler repre- 
sentative said that 


— 


while the hospital 
doesn’t remark on in- 
dividual cases involv- 
ing patients, “we have 
and continue to ex- 
ress our sincere con- 
olences for the 
family's loss." 
Smitiuch Injury Law 
PC’s Michael Smitiuch, 
who is representing the 
Tiwari family along- 
side Luke Hamer, said 
that the case has been 
a slow crawl to justice. 
"This family deserves 
answers and accounta- 
bility and _ shouldn't 
have to wait years to 
get it. This is a serious 
access to justice prob- 
lem that the Ontario 
overnment needs to 
immediately address." 
Look for further up- 
dates on this case and 
others in future edi- 
tions of Peel Weekly 
News. 


Enjoying the new format? Look for more news, business, sports and lifestyle coverage at a 
business near you as Peel Weekly News returns to print on Monday, Feb. 3! Stay tuned for 
additional developments, and thank you for your loyal support of local journalism! 


~TGONS OF SOUL - 


LUKE 


MCMASTER 


Brand new tunes and fresh covers 
of early Motown hits 


Arts 
Centre 


MISSISSAUGA 
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PEEL UNITED CULTURAL PARTNERS 
19" Annual Black History Month Concert 


!'CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY!! 


Believe 


Saturday February 15, 2020 
5:00pm-8:30pm 
Century Gardens Recreation Centre 


340 Vodden Street E, Brampton, ON 


Admission: $10.00 - 2 & under Free 


HERITAGE SINGERS CANADA 
$15.00 at the door 


S of -s 
Featuring performances by: The Heritage Singers f 
Liberty Silver, Nicole Chambers 
Drumming, Spoken Word, and more 
Emcee: Luther Brown, Retired Principal & EduConsultant 


Guest Speaker: Dr. Carl James, Professor — York University 


For tickets: Patricia - 905-789-1551 / 416 577-7787 
Lucinda - 905-796-1916 / 905-459-1942 
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I’m in favour of an 
Are your 


by Surjit Singh Flora 
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“aid in dying” law. 


A peaceful, tranquil 
and painless death 
might mean something 
different to you than to 
someone else. 

Your grandmother 
might want to know 
when death is near so 
she can have a few last 
words with near and 
the dear ones. Your 
mother might want to 
die quickly and not 
linger. Perhaps your 
mother has said she 
wants to be in a hospi- 
tal where she can re- 
ceive treatment for her 
illness until dying her 
last breath. 

Many people desired 
to be surrounded by 
near and dear ones, 
and many of them just 
want to be alone. 

Of course, sadly, 
many of them often 
never get to choose. 

When a doctor says 
something like, "I'm 
sorry, things are not 
good. There are none 
of the other treatments 
for us to try. We did 
our best," that might 
made you sad, hurt 
your feelings, close the 
door to the possibility 
of a cure, but it does 
not stop the need for 
medical support. Nor 
does it end the involve- 


BOLTON LINE 


ment of family and 
friends. 

But at this moment, 
the family may have to 
make some tough deci- 
sions. When someone 
does not recover 
quickly, the families 
need to decide to re- 
move these aids and 
allow the person to die 
or keep their loved one 
on a ventilator and 
feeding tube indefi- 
nitely. 

The federal govern- 
ment has since 
launched an_ online 
consultation that aims 
to find a "death sen- 
tence with medical as- 
sistance" from the 
Canadian public so the 
government can make 
a law-changing on 
Mar. 11. 

Should assisted sui- 
cide for mental illness 
be legal? Yes! Ab- 
solutely! But only for 
those suffering from 
long-term physical 

ain, and in a coma 
rom years on the hos- 
pital beds, otherwise 
or those who have 
lived a "full life." 

In the abstract, yes, 
everyone should have 
the right to decide to 
end his/her life pain- 
lessly as possible. 


That means in the 
abstract that a person 
ought to be able to en- 
list the aid of trained 
medical personnel to 
assist his/her decision 
to die. 

This "right to die" 
has been recognized in 
some countries. 

There is a need for 
change. In Sep. 2018, 
the Quebec Superior 
Court ruled that the 
provisions of the fed- 
eral government's laws 
on this issue are very 
restrictive. 

According to Bill C- 
14, passed by the Lib- 
eral government in 
2016, a person may be 
allowed to die with 
medical assistance 
only if his death can be 
accurately estimated 
even if death is reason- 
ably foreseeable. 

though the above 
decision applies only 
to Quebec, the decision 
was not challenged by 
the Supreme Court of 
Quebec or the Federal 
Government, which 
made it necessary to 
change the law. 

One of the questions 
that can be asked is 
what steps should be 
taken to prevent the 
deceased person being 


A transit service for Bolton 


Know when the bus arrives. 
To download the app, visit: 


exploited, especially if 
the reasonably foresee- 
able death sentence 
has been removed? 
Will people not go out 
of their way to leave 
their relatives’ friends 
for the sake of their 
own personal _inter- 
ests, or will doctors 
make the wrong deci- 
sions? 

Besides, many other 
questions are being 
asked of the public. 
For example, should 
children under the age 
of 18 be allowed to die 
themselves? 

Especially children 
who can decide for 
themselves. Should 
both the doctor and 
the patient agree that 
all treatment options 


have been eliminated? 
Do Alzheimer's pa- 
tients allow them to 
express their desire to 
die? 

More than 2,500 
Canadians have ac- 
cepted death with 
medical assistance in 
the last three years 
since Bill C-14. With 
the kind of human 
rights watchdog in 
Canada, this trend is 
far-fetched. 

The truth is that be- 
fore the passage of Bill 
Ser the Canadian 
Medical Association 
conducted a survey in 
which 63 per cent of 
doctors were not in 
favor of paying their 

atients premature 

eath. 


People have a right 
to kill themselves, dou- 
bly so if they suffer 
from living. Could you 
do the right thing: let 
them go? Everyone has 
the inalienable right to 
live their own lives as 
they wish as long as it 
does not interfere with 
others' rights. 

Fundamental to this 
right is the right to end 
their lives. Doctors 
should be free to assist 
people who _ freely 
choose to end their 
lives in such a way as 
to make this as pain- 
less as ee 

Would you support a 
"death with dignity" or 
"aid in dying” law in 
Canada? I am in favor 
of an "aid in dying" law 


caledon.ca/transit 


TOWN OF CALEDON 
Under contract with the Town ef Caledon 
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New Peel program connects families with drop-in programs 


by Alex Gregory 


A new drop-in pro- 
gram is helping to 
lighten the load for 
families throughout 
the region. 

Earlier this month, 
Peel Region unveiled 
its new EarlyON Child 
Development Sup- 
ports program, which 
gives parents and 
caregivers access to 
expertswho can offer a 
wide array of supports 
and services. 

The new program, 
which is offered at ex- 
isting EarlyON centres 
throughout the region, 
is billed as the first 
program of its kind in 
Peel, and allows par- 
ents to talk to Re- 
source Consultants, 
who can discuss op- 
portunities for special- 
ized services, answer 
questions about their 
child(ren)’s develop- 
ment and_ connect 
them with play-based 
learning activities. 

EarlyON Centres in 
the region offer free 
drop-in programs for 
families with children 
aged six and under. 

The Child Develop- 
ment Supports offer 
better and more 
meaningful supports 
to families, a regional 
manager told Peel 
Weekly News earlier 
this month. 

“It's a critical pro- 
gram for us... it's the 
first of its kind in 


Peel,” said Nakiema 
Palmer, the manager 
of the region’s Early 
Years and Child Care 
programs. "Families, 
regardless of where 
they enter our system, 
should have access to 
this resource." 

One of the Region’s 
key priorities is to pro- 
vide inclusive, wel- 
coming child 
development services 
to families throughout 
the region, specifically 
accessible play-based 
learning opportunities 
and access to local re- 
sources. 

For Palmer and the 
Early Years team, un- 
derstanding the barri- 
ers that prevented 
parents from learning 
about the EarlyON 
program and building 
supports for a child’s 
early development 
was a key factor in the 
creation of the sup- 
ports. 

“We wanted to take 
a critical look of the 
program and under- 
stand where the gaps 
were for dedicated 
support for families 
for childhood develop- 
ment,” said Palmer, 
who noted that the 
team wanted to un- 
derstand factors like 
geographic area, so- 
cioeconomic level and 
language that influ- 
enced their choice of 
daycare program. “We 


wanted to ask the 
question, ‘Why do 
families use EarlyOn 
centres?’ For families 
who didn't use the 
service, we wanted to 
understand the barri- 
ers." 

The region saw an 
increase in consulta- 
tions with families at 
EarlyON Centres from 
Oct. - Nov. 2019, as 
regional staff rolled 
out a pilot version of 
the program. 

The feedback they 
received from the 
early consultations 
made them realize 
that early identifica- 
tion of a child’s needs 
is paramount to fos- 
tering healthy devel- 
opment, said Palmer. 

Children often 
process a_ large 
amount of basic infor- 
mation before the age 
of five, and recogniz- 
ing their strengths and 
abilities can help in- 
fluence their success 
in school and through 
the rest of their life. 

To that end, the De- 
velopment Supports 
Program was created 
in partnership with 
the region and Peel 
Children’s Centre. 

“I think the new 
service is accessible 
because it is meeting 
families in a comfort- 
able community pro- 
gram setting at the 
EarlyON,” said Peel 


Children’s Centre re- 
source consultant 
Melissa Wells. “This is 
helpful because it is an 
environment their 
child attends, plays 
and grows in already. 
Families are excited to 
receive informed an- 
swers to typical child 


development _con- 
cerns. 
They also appreciate 


having a safe place to 
voice their questions 
about their child's de- 
velopment needs and 
receive resources 
and/or referrals to 
next step options.” 
Wells’ view is shared 
by the region’s Early 
Years and Child Care 
director, Suzanne 


Finn, who said that a 
key priority is provid- 
ing inclusive and wel- 


coming child develop- 
ment services to all 
families. 

Special needs sup- 
ports are provided to 
children attending be- 
fore and after school 
programs, as well as li- 
censed child care, 
though the region. The 
same supports will be 
made available 
through the EarlyON 
Centres. 

"How do we create 
opportunities where 
families feeel empow- 
ered as they move out 
of EarlyON? We're 
giving families the 
tools and resources 
they need to ask the 
right questions," said 
Palmer. 

Families who use the 
program will receive 
the information and 


connections they need 
to support their child’s 
developmental jour- 
ney, said Bhupinder 
Heer, manager of clin- 
ical services at Peel 
Children’s Centre. 

“This service will 
help parents and care- 
givers feel more confi- 
dent in their parenting 
role by building trust- 
ing relationships with 
a variety of resources 
in the community.” 

The pilot for the De- 
velopment Supports 
will continue through 
the balance of the 
year, and Early Years 
staff will report their 
findings regarding the 
program and feedback 
this fall at regional 
council. 
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Automotive leader selected as Brampton business king 


A Brampton automo- 
tive dealership has been 
picked as the city’s 
Business Person of the 
Year, it was revealed 


earlier this week. 
William E. Johnston, 
the president and 


founder of Bramgate 
Automotive Inc., has 
been awarded the 2020 
Brampton Business 
Person of the Year 
award by the Brampton 
Board of Trade. 
Johnston was picked 
for his leadership and 
excellence within the 
city, including his work 
supporting the local 
economy through his 
business and personal 
endeavours, the board 
revealed Monday. 
Johnston's career in 
the auto industry 
started in 1953, joining 
Ford Motor Company 
in their Ontario District 
Sales Office as a trainee 
in their District Man- 
ager training program. 
In 1959, Johnston 
joined Volkswagen 
Canada Inc. in their 
Toronto head office's 


Retail Sales Division. 
He transferred two 
years later to their Mar- 
keting Department to 
head a new Pre-Owned 
Vehicle Sales Division. 
Following his long 
held goal to get into the 
retail side of the auto 
business, Johnston ac- 
quired the VW Bramp- 
ton dealership 
franchise in Mar. 1967. 
Bramgate Volkswa- 
gen opened for busi- 
ness in a_ small 
temporary facility at 
Main Street and Vod- 
den Street in central 
Brampton with only 
two employees. 
Cramped quarters 
and limited staff during 
the first year of Bram- 
gate's new endeavour 
restricted immediate 
growth, but a search for 
larger facilities was suc- 
cessful in acquiring a 
former auto dealership 
on Brampton's Queen 
Street East "Auto Row" 
which became their 
new home. 
In 1972, Volkswagen 
Canada brought the up- 


scale Audi lineup of lux- 
ury vehicles to Canada. 
Bramgate was awarded 
the Audi franchise for 
Brampton, Mississauga 
and Caledon. 

Both brands were 
sold from Bramgate 
VW's Queen Street East 
location until 2005 
when Bramgate Auto- 
motive opened Audi 
Mississauga, located in 
the high traffic area of 
Hwy. 401 and Mavis 
Road in Mississauga. 

The next five year pe- 
riod saw both Volkswa- 
gen and Audi sales 
flourish in Brampton 
and Mississauga, re- 
sulting in VW and Audi 
facility developments in 
both markets. 

In 2015, Bramgate 
Volkswagen moved 
from their longtime 
Queen Street East loca- 
tion to the new 410- 
Mayfield Auto Mall and 
more than doubled 
their Sales and Service 
capacity, with their 
Queen Street facility 
now operating as 
Bramgate Pre-Owned 


Centre and Collision 
Centre. 

In 2017, Bramgate 
Automotive opened 
their second Audi deal- 
ership, Audi Brampton, 
adjacent to Bramgate 
VW in the 410-Mayfield 
Auto Mall. This fall, 
Bramgate will open a 
new Audi Mississauga 
dealership in the re- 
cently developed Pear- 
son Auto Mall located 
at Hwy. 401 and Dixie 
Road. 


In 2018, Bramgate 
Automotive partnered 
with the William Osler 
Health System Founda- 
tion in Brampton, and 
the Trillium Health 
Partners Foundation in 
Mississauga to assist in 
raising the crucial funds 
required to address the 
highest priority needs 
of their community 
hospitals. 

To date, Bramgate 
has raised over 
$200,000 of their 


$750,000 commitment 
for these critically 
needed programs and 
services. 

Johnston will receive 
the award at the 
Brampton Board of 
Trade Business Excel- 
lence Awards. Gala, 
which will be held on 
May 7 at the Pearson 
Convention Centre. 

For more information 
or to purchase tickets, 
visit bramptonbot.com. 


William E. Johnston (Photo Courtesy of Brampton Board of Trade) 
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New mixed-use community set to shake up City Centre 


by Alex Gregory 


The stage is set for a 
shakeup in Missis- 


sauga’s downtown 
core. 
Representatives 


from Oxford Proper- 
ties unveiled plans 


Tuesday for a mixed- 
use neighbourhood, 
located around the 
Square One Shop- 
ping Centre in the 
heart of the city, com- 
prising 18 million 


square feet - the 


largest mixed-use de- 
velopment in 
country’s history. 
The “Square One 
District” will see Ox- 
ford, in partnership 


the 


with the Daniels Cor- 
poration, begin work 
constructing the two 
residential towers 
this year, with a mas- 
ter plan comprising a 
total of 37 towers that 
will be built over 130 
acres of land. 

The new project is a 
bold leap to address 
concerns of housing 
shortages and unaf- 
fordable units in the 
city, with developers 
touting a proposed 
18,000 rental units. 

"This is a real op- 
portunity to deliver a 
walkable, downtown 
district in Missis- 
sauga that gives resi- 
dents and workers an 
exceptional array of 
destination _ retail, 
food and entertain- 
ment options,” said 
Oxford’s head of de- 
velopment, Mark 
Cote, who was on- 
hand alongside 
Mayor Bonnie Crom- 
bie, representatives 
from Daniels and Al- 
berta Investment 
Management Corpo- 
ration (AIMCo) and 


other dignitaries as 
they unveiled the 
project. “We will 
work collaboratively 
with the city and its 
residents to build a 
vibrant downtown 
that meets the evolv- 
ing needs and aspira- 
tions of Mississauga 
for generations to 
come... w.e will bring 
this experience to 
create a forward- 
thinking and sustain- 
able community." 

The new commu- 
nity will have ties to 
the Hurontario LRT 
and Rapid Bus Tran- 
sit lines, with 
planned pedestrian- 
friendly spaces, a 
community park and 
more in the area 
within the borders of 
Highway 403, Burn- 
hamthorpe __ Road, 
City Centre Drive and 
Confederation Park- 
way. 

According to the 
developers, the proj- 
ect is planned as a 
multi-phase rolloutt 
that will span several 
decades and balance 


green spaces, afford- 
able units and com- 
munity buildings 
with the changing 
needs of the city and 
its residents. 

The first two towers 
will rise 36 and 48 
storeys, placed at the 
southeast corner of 
Confederation Park- 
way and Rathburn 
Road, and will in- 
clude 575 condos and 
402 rental apart- 
ments. Units will go 
on sale this spring. 

The project recog- 
nizes the important 
role housing plays in 
creating a_ healthy 
urban community, 
said Daniels execu- 
tive vice president 
Niall Haggart. “We 
are thrilled that they 
have trusted Daniels 
to deliver on the crit- 
ical first phase... (we 
have) an outstanding 
history of bringing 
master-planned com- 
munities to life that 
go above and beyond 
the traditional ap- 
proach to develop- 
ment.” 
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Print provider picked by Feds for new program 


A Mississauga- 
based print service 
provider has been 
picked to help 
streamline a federal 
program, it was re- 
vealed earlier this 
week. 


Ricoh Canada, 


whose head office is 
located in the city, 
announced Tuesday 
that it has inked a 
six-year agreement 
to help the federal 


government stream- 
line their procure- 
ment process for 
purchasing and man- 
aging printing tech- 
nology and services, 

In a statement, the 
company said that 
the new agreement 
will help federal de- 
partments and agen- 
cies standardize and 
rationalize their 
print fleets, and re- 
duce total expendi- 


tures while enhanc- 
ing security and sus- 
tainability. 

The agreement is 
part of a federal ini- 
tiative to change how 
it purchases and 
manages its office 
printing equipment 
and services to en- 
hance security, im- 
prove user 
productivity, encour- 
age greener practices 
and equip the public 


service with the lat- 
est technologies they 
need as part of a 
comprehensive man- 
aged print services 
program. 

The process. will 
provide a_ ready- 
made statement of 
work framework for 
governmental  de- 
partments to engage 
with approved ven- 
dors to design a 
managed print and 
content solution tai- 
lored to their specific 
needs. 

"The (federal gov- 
ernment) had a vi- 
sion to break down 
barriers to obtaining 
optimized print tech- 
nologies and _ serv- 
ices, and we were 
honoured to be in- 
vited to collaborate 
throughout the 
process, and_ ulti- 
mately partner for 
future successes," 
said Ricoh Canada 
president and CEO 
Glenn Laverty Tues- 
day. 

"The end-to-end, 
tailored, holistic ap- 
proach that has 
driven success in so 
many Ricoh partner- 
ships is now an inte- 


gral part of the gov- 
ernment = procure- 
ment process. 

If a department 
wants to take advan- 
tage of an expertly 
designed, imple- 
mented and main- 
tained MPS 
engagement, they 
now have a strong 
baseline level of serv- 
ices. 

The framework is 
already in place, and 
starting the conver- 
sation is easier than 
ever before." 

The agreement 
grants the federal 
government access 
to Ricoh-produced 
devices equipped 
with Always Current 
Technology, which 
makes regular up- 
dates to devices and 
other applications 
available on demand, 
and as needed. 

The technology al- 
lows users to down- 
load and install new 
features and up- 
grades directly to 
their device as they 
become available 
and have the flexibil- 
ity to add only the 
applications __ they 
need, while keeping 


their data secured 
and protected. 

The federal govern- 
ment said Tuesday 
that it encouraged a 
collaborative pro- 
curement process, 
during which Ricoh 
was a leading voice 
that engaged with 
key decision makers 
to better understand 
their goals and vi- 
sion. 

Ricoh, whose head 
office is located on 
Explorer Drive in the 
city’s north end, is 
part of the Ricoh 
Group, which is 
headquartered in 
Tokyo, Japan and 
operates in more 
than 200 countries. 

The corporation is 
a leading provider of 
document manage- 
ment solutions, IT 
services, communi- 


cations services, 
commercial and in- 
dustrial _ printing, 


digital cameras, and 
industrial systems. 

Last year, Ricoh 
Grou reported 
worldwide sales of 
2,013 billion yen (ap- 
prox. $18.1 billion 
USD). 


UTM recognized for fair trade work 


The University of 
Toronto Mississauga 
has become the first 
campus in Canada to 
receive a silver desig- 
nation from Fair 
Trade Canada. 

The designation by 
the national non- 

rofit organization 

as showcased the 
post secondary insti- 
tution’s reputation as 
a leader in sustainable 
and progressive food 
services, they said 
earlier this week. 

In 2016, U of T Mis- 
sissauga also became 
the first campus in 
Canada to offer a 
gluten-free food sta- 
tion. 

“UTM has a com- 
mitment to sustain- 
ability, so it makes 
sense to incorporate 
that goal into food 
services on campus,” 
says Sarah Holden, a 
project manager for 
the fair trade initia- 
tive and a marketing 
and communications 
strategist with UTM’s 
Hospitality & Retail 
Operations team. 
“This commitment to 
fair trade provides the 


UTM community with 
dining options that 
support the rights of 
producers and stan- 
dards for environ- 
mental protection.” 
The Fair Trade 
Canada program sup- 
ports small-scale farm 
organizations that 
meet specific social, 
economic and envi- 
ronmental standards. 
Working with certi- 
fied suppliers helps 
ensure better prices 
and working condi- 
tions for farmers and 
workers in the pro- 


gram. 

UTM achieved a 
bronze designation 
from Fair Trade 


Canada in 2016 by of- 
fering fair trade teas, 
coffees and sugar at 
catered events and 
non-branded food 
outlets across cam- 
pus, and using fair 
trade ingredients in 
its kitchens. 

The initiative 
proved so successful 
that UTM’s Hospital- 
ity & Retail Services 
team was encouraged 
to pursue the next 
level of designation. 


To meet silver desig- 
nation requirements, 
culinary director and 
chef Donna Tobias ex- 
panded the program, 
launching a_ Fair 
Trade Café in the 
Maanjiwe nendamow- 
inan building and a 
new Fair Trade Cor- 
ner in the revamped 
Meeting Place. 

All tea and coffee of- 
fered at non-branded 
campus food stations 
are certified fair trade, 
including an_ ex- 

anded menu of loose 

eaf and bag teas. 

Sugar offered at the 
stations is also now 
exclusively supplied 
by fair trade-certified 
producers, as is the 
cinnamon and cocoa 
used in kitchens. 

Fair trade beverage 
ae Doi Chaang 
Coffee Company sup- 
ported the educa- 
tional requirement by 
hosting coffee tasting 
and information ses- 
sions. 

Tobias has been in- 
strumental in sup- 
porting the program 
by sourcing fair trade 
suppliers for food 


services and in devel- 
oping recipes to sup- 
port the program. 

In the fall, she de- 
veloped a_ bespoke 
granola bar recipe 
that uses 80 per cent 
fair trade and local in- 
gredients, including 
cocoa, sugar and cin- 
namon — plus honey 
from the U of T Mis- 
sissauga bee hives. 
Tobias hopes to make 
the signature treat 
available in the com- 
ing months. 

“We believe in sup- 
porting local and sus- 
tainable food options. 
Using fair trade ingre- 
dients is part of that 
commitment,” Tobias 
says, noting that she 
also hopes to offer a 
fair trade fruit in 
2020. 

To celebrate the new 
silver designation, the 
university will host a 
Fair Trade Fair next 
Thursday, Jan. 28 in 
the Great Hall in 
Maanjiwe nendamow- 
inan, where visitors 
can sample fair trade 
treats and buy goods 
from certified fair 
trade vendors. 


Renovations kick off at 
City Centre Terminal 


Next month, the City 
Centre Transit Termi- 
nal (CCTT) will un- 
dergo a _ complete 
interior renovation to 
transform the city’s 
busiest facility into a 
modernized space with 
improved accessibility 
and services for MiWay 
customers. 

The project is ex- 
pected to be completed 
by fall 2021. 

The CCTT was built 
in 1996 and is a 23- 
year-old facility. It is lo- 
cated in downtown 
Mississauga with more 


than 45,000 com- 
muters accessing it 
every day. 


“The building — re- 
quires upgrades to 
meet the growing needs 
of our community,” 


said Geoff Marinoff, the 
city’s transit director. 
“This facility is an im- 
portant part of the cus- 
tomer experience for 
many MiWay riders. 
Every effort will be 
made to ensure disrup- 
tion is minimal and 
that fare and customer 
information — services 
will continue to be pro- 
vided onsite.” 

During the renova- 
tions, the CCTT will re- 
main accessible to the 
community with some 
areas temporarily out 
of service. It is antici- 
pated that the elevator 
will be temporarily out 
of service from Apr- 
July 2020. For more 
information about the 
CCTT renovation, visit 


° 


January 
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by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


Across Canada, 
Alzheimer’s Aware- 
ness month is 
marked throughout 
January, and is a 
valuable opportunity 
to raise awareness 
around the chal- 
lenges and stigma 
that people living 
with dementia expe- 
rience. 

Dementia is a 
broad term referring 
to anumber of differ- 
ent brain disorders, 
including 
Alzheimer’s disease. 

Alzheimer’s disease 
can affect cognitive 
and functional abili- 
ties, emotions and 
moods, behaviour, 
and physical motor 
skills. 

Across Ontario, an 
estimated 240,000 
seniors are impacted 
by some form of de- 
mentia, which is why 
the safety and secu- 
rity of Ontario’s sen- 
iors is a key priority 
for our government. 

In Dufferin-Cale- 
don, we have a great 
community support 
network, including 
the Alzheimer’s Soci- 
ety, first responders, 
and organizations 
that work with vul- 
nerable seniors. 

The Alzheimer’s 
Society of Dufferin 


County operates of- 
fices in Orangeville 
and Shelburne, and 
provides education, 
support, resources, 
and organizes events 
for those living with 
dementia as well as 
those who provide 
support for them. 

The Alzheimer’s 
Society of Peel serves 
those living in Cale- 
don. 

Ensuring that fam- 
ilies, caregivers, and 
communities recog- 
nize the risks of de- 
mentia is an 
important step in 
preparing seniors to 
live safely in their 
communities. 

About 60 per cent 
of people with de- 
mentia go missing, 
and of those who go 
missing for longer 
than a day, half risk 
serious injury or 
death from exposure 
to the elements and 
other related poten- 
tial injuries. 

That is why it is im- 
portant for all those 
living with 
Alzheimer’s and 
those who provide 
support to have 
strong resources to 
draw on when 
needed. 

As such, I am 
pleased to share that 


—e- 


our government is 
supporting the 
Alzheimer’s Societies 
of Dufferin County 
and Peel with a total 
of $19,100 to deliver 
the Finding Your 
Way program locally, 
as part of a 
$600,000 _ invest- 
ment to the 
Alzheimer’s Society 
of Ontario for the 
2019-2020 fiscal 
year. 

Finding Your Way 
is a multicultural 
wandering preven- 
tion program, offer- 


ing tools and 
education for indi- 
viduals and care- 


ivers in up to 12 
anguages to reduce 
the risk of wandering 
and support a safe 
return should an in- 
cident occur. 

The program also 
engages the broader 
community in safety 
education about liv- 
ing with dementia, 
providing an online 
learning program for 
service providers, 
and a new online 
First Responder In- 
formation Centre for 
police and others to 
learn about available 
search programs, de- 
mentia training, and 
communication tips 
for interacting with 
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individuals and their 
families. 

If you have a loved 
one or know about a 


neighbour who 
might be at risk for 
wandering and 


would like to know 
more about this pro- 
gram, contact the 
local Alzheimer Soci- 


ty. 
Those in Dufferin 
County can contact 
the Society by phone 
at (519) 941-1221, 
ext. 104, or visit their 
website at alzheimer- 
dufferin.org. 

Those in Caledon 


ety by phone at (905) 
278-3667 or visit 
their website at 
alzheimer.ca/en/pee 
1. More information 
about the Finding 
Your Way program 
can also be found on- 
line at findingyour- 
wayontario.ca. 

Finally, for family 
and friends who pro- 
vide care for those 
with Alzheimer’s and 
other forms of de- 
mentia, support is 
available through the 
Ontario Caregivers 
Organization’s care- 
a support hot- 
ine. 


is Alzheimer’s Awareness Month 


The hotline is ac- 
cessible through call- 
ing 1-833-416-CARE 
(2273), and is avail- 
able 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. 

Additionally, the 
live support chat is 
available at ontario- 
caregiver.ca, and can 
be accessed between 

Monday and Fri- 
day, 7 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

For more informa- 
tion about this serv- 
ice, visit 
sylviajonesmpp.ca or 
call 1-800-265-1603. 


MBOT TV Weekly Recap 


MISSISSAUGA 
BOARD OF TRADE 
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Is it safe to fly amid terrorism concerns? 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Is flying safe, de- 
spite the acts of ter- 
rorism seen around 
the world today? 

The answer Is - not 
at all. 

Passenger aircraft 
have no countermea- 
sures, no missile 
warning systems, and 
no real ability to out- 
maneuver missiles. 
But since maybe one 
flight out of hundreds 
is shot down by a mis- 
ae it's not a really 

ig priority. 

Phe defense strat- 
egy is striving never 
to allow an opportu- 
nity for a missile to be 
launched at a passen- 
ger aircraft. 

Since there have 
been very few inci- 
dents of a civilian air- 
liner being hit by 
missiles, the airline 
operators don't find it 
necessary to install 
any preventive meas- 
ures to protect the 
aircraft from an in- 
coming missile. 

But Israel, ever 
since the 2000’s, has 
been operating air- 
craft with anti-missile 
systems on board. 

The question is, 
how safe are. air- 
planes? How safe are 
airports? Does the se- 
curity at airports keep 
airports secure? 


Has an airport pas- 
senger security scan- 
ner ever uncovered a 
bomb or other poten- 
tial terrorist attack? 

How adequate is 
airport security at ac- 
tually preventing ter- 
rorism? 

Actually, Aviation 
Security purely de- 
pends on the security 
perceptions of each 
country. 

There are certain 
standard rules which 
are applicable all over 
the world and certain 
recommended _prac- 
tices which can be im- 
plemented at the 
discretion of airlines. 

Safety is of primary 
importance for the 
airline industry. 
Many people have an 
aversion to flying in 
today's regulated en- 
vironment. 

If safety standards 
were relaxed, inci- 
dents/crashes would 
likely increase. 

The biggest truth is 
that there really aren't 
any "levels of civil avi- 
ation safety". 

However, there are 
different categories of 
government regula- 
tion and oversight, 
depending on the type 
of flight operations. 

Here are some no- 
table instances of air- 
craft that were shot 
down by missiles: 

On Jan. 8, 2020, 
Ukraine International 
Airlines passenger 
flight 752 was shot 
down after taking off 
from Tehran’s Imam 


e Compass 


Khomeini _Interna- 
tional Airport. The re- 
sulting crash killed all 
176 passengers and 
crew. 

It was shot down by 
the Iran Islamic Rev- 
olutionary Guard 
Corps. which attrib- 
uted it to human 
error. President Has- 
san Rouhani Iran de- 
scribed the accident 
as an "unforgivable 
mistake". 

An investigation by 
Western intelligence 
agencies later re- 
vealed that the air- 
craft had been shot 
down by a Tor-M1 
surface-to-air missile 
launched by Iran. 

82 of the souls on- 
board the aircraft 
were people of Iran- 
ian backgrounds. Fur- 
thermore, 138 of the 
passengers were trav- 
elling to Canada via 
connecting flights, 
and 63 of the passen- 
gers were Canadians 
citizens. Canada has 
also suffered a severe 
blow due to the 
tragedy. 

This tragedy was 
not the first notable 
case of an aircraft 
being shot down, but 
points to a growing 
threat to Civil Avia- 
tion. There have been 
several major civil 
aviation tragedies due 
to terrorist attacks 
and in conflict zones. 

On July 17, 2014, 
Malaysia Airlines 
Flight 17 was shot 
down over Ukrainian 
territory controlled by 


pro-Russian __ sepa- 
ratists. All 298 people 
on board are killed. 
The flight was the 
centre of an ongoing 
civil war in Ukraine, 
and the responsibility 
for the crash has not 
yet been determined. 

On July 3, 1988, a 
U.S. Navy ship fired 
on an Iran Airbus 
A300, mistaken for 
an Iranian fighter jet. 
The missile killed all 
290 people onboard 
the aircraft. The pas- 
senger plane was 
bound for Dubai, 
United Arab Emi- 
rates. 

On Sep. 1, 1983, So- 
viet fighter jets shot 
down Korean Air 
Lines Flight 007 as it 
flew over Soviet air 
space. 

All 269 passengers 
on board were killed, 
according to the So- 
viet Air Force, after 
the civilian aircraft 
had veered off an in- 
tended route into pro- 
hibited airspace. 
Despite firing warn- 
ing shots at the air- 
craft, it did not 
deviate from its flight 
path. 

On Dec. 21, 1988, 
Pan Am Flight 103 ex- 
ploded over Locker- 
bie, Scotland, and 
killed all 259 people 
on board and 11 peo- 
ple on the ground. 

The U.S. and U.K. 
both blamed Abdel 
beset Ali Mohmed al 


Megrahi, who was 
once a Libyan Arab 
Airlines security 


THE COMPASS 
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We are your local food bank 
and outreach centre. Last year 
we distributed over 440,000 Ibs. 
of food to 900+ local families 
who needed help. 


How you can make a difference: 
* Donate food or funds 


* Volunteer 


* Host a food drive 
* Follow us on social media 


chief, and Al Amin 
Khalifah Fhimah, ac- 
cusing both of them 


Libyan intelligence 
agents. 
Libya _ eventuall 


handed over bot 
men to the United 
Nations in 1999 and 
later agreed to pay 
$2.7 billion to the vic- 
tims' families. Libyan 
dictator Muammar 
Gaddafi accepted the 
responsibility and 
handed over the com- 
pensation. 

On June 23, 1985, 
Air India Flight 182 
exploded near the 
southwest edge of Ire- 
land. With 329 fatali- 
ties, it was the 
deadliest commercial 
aviation bombing to 
date. 

Both Kashmiri and 
Sikh terrorists were 
blamed for the attack. 

Talwinder Singh 
Parmar of Babbar 
Khalsa, was the mas- 
termind of this bomb 
blast, He was later ap- 
prehended and pled 
guilty to a 
manslaughter charge. 

On Sep. 11, 2001, 
nineteen terrorists hi- 
jacked four U.S. com- 
mercial airliners. 
Orchestrated by al 
Qaeda leader Osama 
Bin Laden as an at- 
tack on the United 
States, a total of 2,977 
people were killed, in- 
cluding 2,753 who 
died when American 
Airlines Flight 11 and 
United Airlines Flight 
175 are intentionally 
crashed into the 


World Trade Center 
in Manhattan. 

A further 6,000 
were injured, along 
with injuries and fa- 
talities among first re- 
sponders in later 
years. On the same 
day, American Air- 
lines Flight 77. 
crashed into the Pen- 
tagon, killing 184 peo- 
ple. Forty people died 
when United Airlines 
Flight 93 crashed into 
a field near 
Shanksville, Pennsyl- 
vania. 

According to a set of 
official statistics de- 
tailing the death toll 
worldwide from 
2006-2015, there 
were 11.774 terrorist 
incidents, with 
28.328 casualties al- 
together in 2015 
alone. Out of that: 

24,47 per cent died 
in Iraq, 18,68 per cent 
died in Afghanistan, 
17,25 per cent died in 
Nigeria, 9,70 per cent 
died in Syria, 3,82per 
cent died in Pakistan, 
6,14 per cent died in 
Egypt, Libya, India, 
Philippines, and 


Bangladesh alto- 
gether. 
You can _ pretty 


much assume that 
there is a 0.01 per 
cent chance of your 
flight being directly 
affected by terrorism. 
Still, the safety of 
civil aviation should 
be ensured due to 
such serious tragedies 
mentioned above. 


www.thecompass.ca 
f w @ CompassFoodBank 
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SPORTS 


Gilles and Poirier, Sadovsky take home gold in 


skating championships 


The battle for 
Canada's lone berth in 
men's singles at the 
World Figure Skating 
Championship was des- 
tined to be a dogfight. 

But the toughest part 
for Roman Sadovsky on 
Saturday night at the 
Paramount Fine Foods 
Centre was watching 
the skaters that took the 
ice after him. 

The 20-year-old from 
Toronto won his first 
Canadian figure skating 
title, setting the stan- 
dard with two clean 
quadruple jumps and a 
score of 260.57. 

Then Sadovsky sat 
nervously and watched 
as pressure got the bet- 
ter of both Keegan 
Messing and Nam 
Nguyen. They both fell 
twice 


"When you're skating 
it's one kind of stress 
level, but you're sort of 
in control of what you're 
doing, but once you're 
sitting down you have 
no control and you're 
just watching and it's 
not a_good_ feeling," 
Sadovsky said. "It's sort 
of bittersweet because 


le want to place well 
ut at the same you 
want to see your friends 
compete well." 

Emily Bausback won 
a women's singles event 
that saw three newcom- 
ers climb the podium, 
while Kirsten Moore- 
Towers and Michael 
Marinaro won their sec- 
ond consecutive pairs 
title, and Piper Gilles 
and Paul Poirier cap- 
tured their first national 
dance title. 

Canada has just one 
men's spot at the world 
championships in Mon- 
treal based on last year's 
results. The spot was 
paying out as a battle 

etween good friends 
Messing and Nguyen. 

But Sadovsky, who'd 
captured a bronze on 
the Grand Prix circuit in 
the fall, never counted 
himself out. 

"I put the pressure on 
myself, I definitely 
wanted it really badly, 
I've been thinking about 
it since last worlds 
when I found out we 
on had one_ spot," 
Sadovsky said. "I'm still 
sort of in disbelief, I've 


always wanted to get a 
national title, not just in 
senior but anywhere. 

"To win my first na- 
tional title at senior is 
fine, I like it." 

Nguyen, a former 
world junior champion, 
opened with a beautiful 

uad_toeloop, but fiz- 
zled from that point on. 
He was second with 
243.51 points. 

"I just kind of fell 
apart as the program 
went on," he said. "I 
think that's more than a 
physical thing than a 
mental thing.’ 

Nguyen said 
Sadovsky had _ been 
training with him at his 
Richmond Hill, Ont., 
rink once a week, and 
"I've been seeing his 

rogress, he's come a 

ong way for sure, he's 
such a beautiful skater 
to watch." 

Messing, the leader 
after the short program, 
wound up third with 
241.79. ; 

In ice dance, Gilles 
and Poirier had stood 
on the national figure 
skating podium seven 
times, but never on the 


top step. 

But Saturday, after 
nearly a decade of skat- 
ing in the large shadow 
of superstars Tessa 
Virtue and Scott Moir, 
they captured gold. 

"It's obviously some- 
ae that we've worked 
really hard to get and it 
hasn't come easily," said 
Gilles. "But I think 
everything is about tim- 
ing in life... we're just 
both really proud of 
ourselves." 

Skating to Joni 
Mitchell's "Both Sides 
Now" — they chose a 
Canadian artist because 
the world champi- 
onships are in Montreal 
— Gilles and Poirier 
scored 136.76 for their 
free dance, for a total 
score of 225.62, a Cana- 
dian record. 

"It's really big," said 
Poirier, a native of 
Unionville, Ont. 

"It's huge," echoed 
Gilles, who was born in 
Illinois but calls 
Toronto home. "One 
judge gave us all 10s 
(for the component 
scores). All 10s!" 

Gilles and Poirier, 


who are both 28, had 
five national _ silver 
medals, and two 
bronze. However the re- 
tirement of Virtue and 
Moir (who was in the 
audience Saturday), 
and the absence of Kait- 
lyn Weaver and Andrew 
Poje, who are taking the 
season off and could 
also retire, left a huge 
door open. 

"This season and es- 
pecially this competi- 
tion for us has really 
been about seizing the 
opportunity that we had 
a really good shot at 
winning this event, and 
really making a bi 
statement," Poirier said. 
"It was ours for the tak- 
ing and we really had to 
embrace it... perform- 
ing as if we are champi- 
ons." 

Their victory comes a 
day after they had a 
major wardrobe mal- 
function in Friday's 
short dance. Gilles was 
looping under Poirier's 
arm when the top of her 
braided crown of hair 
got caught for several 
seconds in a button on 
his shirt. 


After their fifth-place 
finish at last month's 
World Cup Final, they 
went back to the draw- 
ing board to "figure out 
the little bits that were 
killing the momentum 
of the piece," Poirier 
said. 

Marjorie Lajoie and 
Zachary Lagha — last 
season's world junior 
champions — won the 
silver with 198.92 

oints, while Carolane 

oucisse and Shane 
Firus took the bronze 
(190.29). 

Moore-Towers, from 
St. Catharines, Ont., 
and Marinaro, from 
Sarnia, Ont., handily 
won gold with a score 
215.67, their only obvi- 
ous error coming on 
their opening jump se- 
quence — Moore-Tow- 
ers singled their triple 
salchow. 

"I was proud of the re- 
covery," Moore-Towers 
said. 

The Canadian cham- 
pionships determine 
the team for the world 
championships in Mon- 
treal this March. 


Trout Stay Hot Despite Winter Storm 


The Mississauga 
Steelheads braved the 
winter storm as they 
traveled to Barrie to 
take on the Colts on Sat- 
urday evening. 

Mississauga came 
into the game coming 
off a big win against the 
Oshawa Generals, 
where James Hardie 
scored 2 goals, and 
Chas Sharpe scored the 
first goal of his OHL Ca- 
reer. 

Barrie got on the 
board first, as Aidan 
Brown fed 2020 NHL 
Draft prospect Tyson 
Foerster with a break- 
away pass, and he beat 
Kai Edmonds to make it 


1-0. 

The Steelheads had 
an opportunity to tie the 
game on back to back 
powerplays, as Foerster 
was called for putting 
the puck over the glass 
and Tabak was called 
for cross checking. 

Mississauga took ad- 
vantage of the power- 
plays and tied the game 
at one, as Nic Canade 
tipped a shot in front of 
the net from Thomas 
Harley. James Hardie, 


celebrating his 18th 
birthday, picked up a 
blocked shot off the 
stick of Canade to make 
it 2-1 Steelheads just 
over a minute later. 
After a slow start, the 
Steelheads rebounded 
to take the lead into the 
first intermission, while 
outshooting Barrie 12- 


9. 

Both teams traded 
powerplays to start the 
second, with neither 
team being able to 
score. Midway through 
the period, Hardie 
snuck in behind Barrie’s 
defence and received a 
breakaway pass from 
Harley, but he was 
stopped by the right pad 
of Jet Greaves. 

Mississauga _contin- 
ued to pile on the pres- 
sure, and they were 
rewarded as Calvin 
Martin picked up a re- 
bound in the slot and 
redirected it past 
Greaves to make the 
score 3-1. 

With Barrie on a 5- 
on-3 powerplay, Tyson 
Foerster wired a wrist 
shot top corner for his 
second of the night to 


cut the Steelheads lead 
in half. 

As the seconds ticked 
down in the period, 
Evan Vierling rang a 
backhander off the 
crossbar on an odd man 
rush as Edmonds con- 
tinued to stand his 
ground. 

Mississauga took a 3- 
2 lead into the third pe- 
riod, looking to finish 
off the weekend strong. 

The Fish came out fly- 
ing to start the third pe- 
riod, with multiple 
dangerous scoring 
chances, as they looked 
to build on their one 
goal lead. 

The Steelheads would 
not be denied after 
being stopped by 
Greaves on the 
doorstep, as Cole 
Schwindt made a nifty 
behind the net pass to 
the red hot Canade who 
scored his second goal 
of the game to make it 
4-2. 

With the Colts net 
empty, Canade sent a 
shot the length of the ice 
for his third goal of the 
game and second hat- 
trick in the month of 


January. The Fish 
cruised to a victory by a 
final score of 5-2. 

Nic Canade was the 
star of the game, as he 
registered 4 points (3G, 
1A) and a career-high 9 
shots on goal. Calvin 
Martin recorded 2 
points (1G, 1A), increas- 
ing his point streak to 
an impressive 7-games. 

Thomas Harley (2A) 
and James Hardie (1G, 
2A) were also amongst 
Steelheads who 
recorded multi-point 
games in the win. 

It was another strong 
performance from goal- 
tender Kai Edmonds, 
who stopped 34/36 
shots on goal (.944 
SV%). 

Mississauga finished 
the weekend with a 2-0 
record, with wins in 
dominating _—_ fashion 
against both Barrie and 
Oshawa. 

With the Sudbury 
win, the Steelheads win 
keeps them within four 
points of first place in 
the Central Division 
and in sole possession 
of fifth place in the East- 
ern Conference. 


—o- 


The Steelheads will 
play one more road 
game tonight in Niag- 
ara, before returning 
home tomorrow night 
(Jan. 24) to take on the 
Peterborough Petes for 
their eighth annual Bell 


Let’s Talk Game. 
Tickets to the game 
can be purchased by 
visiting the Box Office, 
online through ticket- 
master.ca or by calling 
905-502-9100. 


FROM THE ¢ 
IN AVERAGE 
SIZES OF | 
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Maine Shutout Doesn't Stop Beast’s Spirits 


Connor LaCouvee 
made 27 saves as the 
Maine Mariners 
shutout the Bramp- 
ton Beast 4-0 to 
avoid a clean sweep 
on Sunday afternoon. 

The Beast  wel- 
comed the Mariners 
to the CAA Centre for 
the third straight day. 
The Beast were com- 
ing off two straight 
wins and were hunt- 
ing for the weekend 
sweep. 

The Mariners 
would get on the 
board first with a 


goal through traffic 
from defenseman 
Brandon Crawley. 

He wound through 
traffic and fired the 
high shot over An- 
drew D’Agostini for a 
1-0 Maine lead at 
15:49. 

The Mariners ex- 
tended their lead 
with a power play 
goal from Sean Day 
later in the frame at 
18:30. Brampton was 
down 2-0 after 20 
minutes of play and 
would trail in shots 
by a score of 10-8. 


The second period 
belonged to the 
Mariners as the away 
team added two 
more goals in the 
middle frame to ex- 
tend their lead. 

Jake Elmer got on 
the board at 9:59 and 
Ted Hart followed 
suit at 14:43 fora 4-o 
Mariners lead head- 
ing into the second 
intermission. Shots 
on goal were 18-17 
Brampton after two. 

The third period 
saw no goals between 
the two clubs and 


Connor —_Lacouvee 
was solid on every 
Beast attempt as he 
preserved the win 
and the shutout. 
D’Agostini was 
tagged with the loss 
and made 18 saves. 

The Beast finished 
the contest scoreless 
on five power play at- 
tempts. Maine went 
one-for-five. 

The rest of the 
weekend saw the 
Beast power through 
to two straight victo- 
ries, with Erik Brad- 
ford nabbing a pair of 
points and Connor 
Sanvido scoring his 
first career ECHL 
goal as the Beast 


skated by the 
Mariners 4-1 on Sat- 
urday. 


The first period 
started with a bang, 
as Erik Bradford got 
the scoring started 
with any early tally. 
TJ Melancon, mak- 
ing his return from 
injury, fired from the 
point and Bradford 
got a stick and sent it 
past Maine starter 
Francois Brassard 
less than a minute in. 

The Beast contin- 
ued their assault, and 


Lindsay Sparks was 
the scorer this time 
around. 

He took the pass 
from Francois Beau- 
chemin and_ the 
aforementioned 
Bradford and tipped 
it home a for 2-0 
Beast lead at 9:03. 

Miles Gendron got 
in on the scoring 
later in the frame and 
wired a shot up past 
Brassard at 16:27 for 
a 3-0 Beast lead. It 
was a perfect shot 
that found the top 
corner and left the 
fans cheering in their 
seats. 

Brampton took a 3- 
Oo lead into the inter- 
mission and would 
be up in shots 10-7. 

The second period 
was a more defensive 
effort from both sides 
as neither team was 
able to find twine. 

Goaltenders 
Dubeau and Bras- 
sard were excellent 
when they’ were 
called upon and both 
made some saves to 
keep the game 3-0 
after 40 minutes of 
play. 

Shots after two pe- 
riods were 19-16 in 


favour of Brampton. 

The Beast fought in 
the third snd got a 
goal off the stick of 
Connor Sanvido. 

The former Fort 
Wayne Komet 
tapped it into the net 
past Brassard for his 
first ECHL goal anda 
4-0 Brampton lead at 
1:44. 

The Mariners 
struck back and got a 
goal from Michael 
MecNicholas at 17:51 
that broke the 
shutout bid of goal- 
tender Dubeau. The 
horn would sound 
shortly after and the 
Beast would end the 
night with a 4-1 win. 

Dubeau made 25 
saves for his 16th win 
of the season. Bras- 
sard ended the con- 
test with 25 of his 
own and the loss. 

The Beast and 
Mariners finished the 
game scoreless on 
three combined 
power play attempts. 

Brampton will be 
back in action tomor- 
row night when they 
travel to Glens Falls 
to face the Adiron- 
dack Thunder. 


Caledon Golden Hawks 
vs. Stayner Siskins 


Be a Superhero at Upcoming Game 


This Sunday, the Mis- 
sissauga Steelheads will 
host the Kitchener 
Rangers in the club’s 
first ever Superhero 


ame. 

The Steelheads will be 
wearing speciality su- 
perhero jerseys, Black 
Panther themed, that 
will be available for 
auction following the 
game at CHL Auctions. 
Fans are also encour- 
aged to join in on the 
action and dress up as 
their favourite super- 
hero. 

This game will also be 
recognizing a special in- 
dividual who is fighting 
his own battle off the 
ice. In association with 
the Caledon Hawks, the 
Steelheads_ will be 
showing support for 13 
year-old Reese Meyer 

* 


x 


of Caledon East, who 
was diagnosed with a 
brain tumour back in 
November. 

After learning about 
what Reese and his 
family were going 
through, the hockey 
club reached out to the 
minor hockey associa- 
tion to get involved and 
have partnered on a 
ticket fundraiser for the 
game where proceeds 
from all tickets sold by 
the association will be 
directed back to the 
family. To date, they 
have sold upwards of 
900 tickets. 

The hockey commu- 
nity is a very tight, very 
supportive family, said 
Steelheads owner Elliot 
Kerr. “I was touched by 
the strength of Reese 


and his family and by 


the positive energy sur- 
rounding him and the 
overwhelming desire by 
so many that wanted to 
help. The hockey com- 
munity is one amazing 
community.” 

The Superhero Game 
also marks the fourth of 
five Winning Nights 
during the 2019-20 
campaign. 

If the Steelheads se- 
cure two points at Sun- 
day’s game, fans in 
attendance will have an 
opportunity to redeem 
their ticket for a free 
ticket to the club’s game 
Bleed Blue game 
against the North Bay 
Battalion on Jan. 31. 

For more information 
on the game or to pur- 
chase a ticket, visit mis- 
sissaugasteelheads.com 


Professional ath- 
letes are known 
mostly for their per- 
formance within 
their sport, but 
sometimes it is re- 
freshing to hear of 
their past, and the 
journey they are on 
to realize their 
dreams. 

What happened 
after the Raptors 
905’s New Year’s da’ 
G-League game, al- 
lowed fans to have an 
inside look at ath- 
letes’ lives off of the 
court. The event, 
“From. the  Play- 
ground to the NBA” 
co-hosted by Let’s 
Get Together and 
National Basketball 
Youth Mentorship 
Program, is in its 
third year. 

Last year focused 
on healthy family in- 
volvement with for- 
mer 905 guard, Myck 
Kabongo, current 
guard Duane Notice 
and Assistant Coach 
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Charles Dubé-Brais. 

2020’s rendition of 
the event focused on 
mental health and 
mentorship. Perfect 
timing, as January is 
National Mentorship 
Month. 

Raptors 905 play- 
ers Tyler Ennis and 
Justin Reyes were in 
attendance, along 
with coach mentee 
Wumi Agunbiade. 

With Alison Can- 
ning, Executive Di- 
rector of Let’s Get 
Together, leading the 
discussion, the trio 
spoke about their up- 
bringing, with family 
members by _ their 
side, along with some 
of the struggles they 
faced to get to where 
they are today. 

Ennis, 25, was a 
first round draft pick 
of the Phoenix Suns 
in 2014, and was a 
part of the big trend 
that has seen suc- 
cessful Canadian 
basketball talents 


make the jump to the 
professional levels. 

Ennis played just 
his freshman season 
at Syracuse Univer- 
sity before entering 
the NBA draft, and 
has been one of the 
big name Canadian 
stars that have had 
success at the next 
level. 

Ennis is humbled 
that he is seen as a 
mentor and an exam- 
ple for young Cana- 
dian talent looking to 
follow in his foot- 
steps. 

“It means a_ lot; 
growing up, there 
were maybe’ two 
Canadian guys in the 
league,” Ennis said. 
“T think it’s hard to 
work towards your 
dream where nobody 
from where you’re 
from was doing it 
and I think that’s 
what pushed me so 
hard.” 

24 year-old Justin 
Reyes, however, did 
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Mental health and mentorship focus 
of Let’s Get Together and Raptors 905 


by Noah Titleman, Special 


not take the same 
path as Ennis to get 
to the Toronto Rap- 
tors G-League affili- 
ate. 

Reyes finished his 
four-year degree at St 
Thomas Aquinas Col- 
lege in New York. He 
was selected as the 
first pick of the sec- 
ond round of the 
2018 G-League draft 
to the Salt Lake City 
Stars (Utah Jazz G- 
League _ Affiliate), 
where he _ would 
spend his entire 
rookie season. Reyes 
was traded to the 905 
this summer in a 4- 
player swap. 

Reyes, accompa- 
nied by his mother, 
credited her as his 
greatest mentor. 

“Mentors... my 
mom is my biggest 
mentor, she is the ex- 
ample of the family, 
and I try to follow in 
her footsteps in get- 
ting a degree and 
continuing that path 


for my younger sib- 
lings” Reyes said. 
“And then my 
coaches too, starting 
from high school, all 
these guys really 
helped mold me into 
a hard worker, not 
just as an athlete, but 
i everything that I 
() 


Wumi Agunbiade, 
the Raptors 905 G- 
League coach, played 
overseas in Germany 
and Italy, for the 
Canadian Women’s 
national team and 
also enjoyed a 4-year 
stint at Duquesne 
University. She fin- 
ished her bachelor’s 
degree in psychology. 

Mentorship has 
been a huge part of 
the 27-year-old’s life, 
and credits many 
people who helped 
mentor her in order 
to achieve the suc- 
cess she has had. 

“I have many men- 
tors”, Agunbiade 
said. “It’s anyone that 


Beft-Right: wel Reyes and her son, Raptors 905 player, Justin, mat with families after their 
panel discussion. Justin credits Ij mom 
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being his greatest mentor. 
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I can trust, to namea 
few Td say my 
mother, my siblings, 
my old coaches, it’s 
hard for me to pick 
one because each has 
played a unique role 
in my life.” 

The event had a 
great turn out, with a 
considerable amount 
of families in atten- 
dance. It allowed 
parents and_ their 
children to ask ques- 
tions to Ennis, Reyes 
and Agunbiade, as 
they told many sto- 
ries about their child- 


ood, ig 
school/college days 
and now a look into 
their _ professional 
life. 

The three stayed 
along with their fam- 
ilies after the event to 
sign autographs, an- 
swer questions and 
take pictures with all 
in attendance. It was 
a great community 
event. 

Tyler Ennis, Justin 
Reyes, and Wumi 
Agunbiade were fan- 
tastic choices and all 
were eager to share 
their stories with the 
hope of helping 
today’s families. 

Mental health and 
mentorship are im- 
portant things to talk 
about and_ having 
these three amazing 
families share their 
stories was an eye 
opener for all in at- 
tendance. 

This was a day that 
many families will 
cherish and remem- 
ber for a long time. 

Look out for Let’s 
Get Together and 
National Basketball 
Youth Mentorship 
Program next joint 
initiative, the launch 
of their first book, 
Canadian Basketball 
Journeys “Women 
for the Win” - a series 
of 11 short, powerful 
stories by Canadian 
Female Basketball 
Professionals.. 


Swimming Pool 
& Hot Tub Service 


905-891-8818 


lakeshorepoolsandtubs.com 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Black History Month celebrated at upcoming concert 


Peel United Cul- 
tural Partners (a col- 
laboration of the 
Congress of Black 
Women of Canada, 
Brampton Chapter 
and the United 
Achievers’ Club) will 
present its  nine- 
teenth annual Black 
History Month Con- 
cert next month, cel- 
ebrating the 
accomplishments of 
Black communities 
across the country 
and the heritage of 


inspiring community 
leaders. 
The upcoming 


event, which takes 
place on Saturday, 
Feb. 15 at the Cen- 
tury Gardens Recre- 
ation Centre (340 
Vodden Street East) 
will recognize Black 
heritage in both Peel 
Region and through- 
out the country as 
part of the month- 
long Black History 
Month celebrations. 


The concert will 
feature _entertain- 
ment in music, 


singing, dancing and 
poetry, as well as the 
announcement and 
recognition of se- 
lected winners of the 
BHM Essay Contest 
as well as recognition 
of the Community 
Leadership Award 
recipient. 

The concert will see 
community advo- 
cates, dignitaries, 
residents and many 
more join together to 
recognize and honor 
the month in a 
unique setting. 

Some of _ the 
planned activities for 
this year’s concert in- 
clude a_ keynote 
speech by special 
guest speaker Dr. 
Carl James (Profes- 
sor, York Univer- 
sity), special emcee 
Luther Brown, a per- 
formance by Juno 
award-winning artist 
Liberty Silver and 
much more! 

The Brampton 
chapter of the Con- 
gress of Black 
Women of Canada 


was founded in 1989, 
and seeks to further 
the objectives of the 
Congress of Black 
Women of Canada by 
examining its role as 
women and address- 
ing issues affecting 
their families and 


community. 

Membership is 
open to women of 
Afro-Caribbean de- 
cent who is 16 years 
of age or older. 

The chapter also 
awards scholarships 
annually to both men 


and women, as well 
as a bursary to a sin- 
gle mother returning 
to further her educa- 
tion. 

Tickets are $10 
(children two and 
under are free) for 
the event, which runs 


7 


from 5 - 9 p.m. at the 
centre. 

For more informa- 
tion or to purchase 
tickets, call Christine 
at (905) 789-1551 or 
Marva at (416) 727- 
3660. 


- File Photo Courtesy of Marjorie Taylor 


A Fire 


Heavy snow couldn’ keep 
residents in Alton away this 
weekend during the annual 
Fire & Ice Festival, which 
took place at the Alton Mill 
Arts Centre on Saturday. 
Participants enjoyed art 
exhibits, cultural displays, 
a pond hockey tournament 
and much more at the an- 
nual celebration, which has 


become a mainstay in the 
local community. 

a ees Pc 
plenty of hot food an 
drinks, displays of ice 
sculptures, a super snow 
slide, skating, art work- 
shops, live painting and 
plenty more for the whole 
family to see and do. 

The festival kicked off in 


the morning with an open- 
ing ceremony featuring 
local dignitaries and a per- 
formance of “O Canada” by 
the students of Alton Village 
Public School. 

The event concluded with 
a massive fire sculpture 
helmed by local artists. 


(Submitted Photo) 
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On Jan. 13, Peel Re- 
gional Police, in partner- 
ship with the Canadian 
Mental Health Associa- 
tion (CMHA) — Peel 
Dufferin, launched a 
Mobile Crisis Rapid Re- 
sponse Team (MCRRT) 
program. 

This program, which 
has also been launched 
in neighbouring cities, is 
an effective way to deal 
with the ever-increasing 
calls for service involv- 
ing those persons suffer- 
ing from mental health 
challenges or in an ad- 
dictions related crisis. 

The program has a 
Crisis Worker (Regis- 
tered Nurse, Registered 
Social Worker or Occu- 
pational Therapist) 
teamed up with a spe- 


and Ice Affair Bed, ep loupe $45 


cially trained police offi- 
cer to respond to situa- 
tions involving 
individuals experiencing 
a mental health crisis. 

The Crisis Worker will 
be wearing clearly dis- 
tinguishable body armor 
and will be attending 
front line priority calls 
for service. 

A primary goal of the 
program is to provide an 
on-site assessment of 
the client, referring that 
person when appropri- 
ate to community-based 
services rather than 
transporting them to an 
Emergency Department. 

The MCRRT program 
will see two cars per day, 
365 days a year, operat- 
ing from 12 p.m. to 12 
a.m. 


Haven’t we heard 
this before? Some 
people believe this, 
and I believe it is true. 

As a child, we are full 
of wishes, hopes and 
dreams. We learn 
words, steps, falling, 
and falling asleep 
whenever. We_ play, 
run, jump, and laugh. 
Our world is full of 
promises and inno- 
cence. It is our age that 
allows this. We are 
newly born to a world. 

We grow and soon 
we start school. As a 
student, our world is 
full of books, pencils 
and numbers. We 
learn to listen, mingle, 
and experience. 

We learn to read and 
understand books, 
new worlds, knowl- 
edge and friends. Our 
world is full of newness 
and excitement. We 
graduate into a whole 
new world. 
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We become an adult 
who is full of new life 
and__ responsibilities. 
We learn to be more 
observant and to expe- 
rience failure. 

We experience loving 
another, being our own 
person, competing, 
overcoming and set- 
ting our standards. 

Our world is full of 
uncertainty, develop- 
ment and suspense, 
but we adapt. 

Some of us become a 
parent who ends up 
learning to love differ- 
ently. We learn to stay 
silent and just hold our 
heart in our hands. 

We experience loving 
our child and realizing 
our own potential. Our 
world is knowing we 
are more than just one. 
We learn to support 
and grow in a different 
way. 

The years go by and 
now we are a senior 


—e- 


whose life has come 
full circle. We learn to 
slow down, experience 
grief, love diferent 
enjoy more, and 
renew. We remember 
friends, family and ac- 


complishments. 
Our world is full of 
rediscovering our- 


selves. We're experi- 
encing our lives. 

Eventually, we be- 
come the aged who just 
seems to wait. We see 
an ending of what was. 
We reflect, appreciate, 
wish and hope. Our 
world is more than just 
here. We let go. 

So, what age are you? 
Do you fit in any of 
these categories? Do 
you look at others in 
any of these cate- 
gories? 

Can you appreciate 
the categories? How 
close are they to what 

ou think they should 

e? 
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Age is Just a number... or is it? 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


Life is lived in expe- 
rience and hope. We 
are all the same in that. 
Children see hope and 
we live it. 

When did it change? 

How do we see us 
going between the dif- 

erent ages? Numbers 

don’t matter here. 
From a child to sen- 
iors, numbers do not 
matter. 

How we feel within 
each of the categories 
affects us but why re- 
strict yourself to cate- 

ories or numbers — 
they really do not mat- 
ter. 

If life has to be lived 
by that, then we are 
losing sight of our 
lives. We should be 
living our lives as the 
child through inno- 
cence not categories. 

If all we see is the 
categories, then we are 
losing sight of feeling 
life. Life is not a num- 


ber, even if you think it 
is. It is a life lived. If 
you don’t live it, then 
you lose the essence of 
it. 

So how do you feel? 
Pay attention to what 
you are doing and feel- 
ing and if it doesn’t feel 
right, then change it. 
You have the ability 
because it is stored in 
your mental state. 
Think differently and 
you will be different. 

Lock yourself in a 
certain place or cate- 
Bory and that is all you 
will have. That is why 
we have grandchil- 
dren, so we remember 
the innocence. Chil- 
dren will do that for us. 

When was the last 
time you felt childlike? 

So often in my writ- 
ers’ club, seniors are 
now interested in writ- 
ing their stories. Why 
does it matter so much 
for them? 


Is it because they 
want to be remem- 
bered for their own 
story? Possibly but I 
think it is so they see 
their own life and what 
they have done within 
it. 

So, what are you 
going to say about your 
own life lived so far? 

Numbers are for cal- 
culators, not us. Live 
your life and enjoy the 
smile on your face. 
Then you know you are 
living for yourself and 
developing in what you 
know and enjoy. ‘ 

Every category wi 
still he tere aiditlat is 
alright. Learn through 
them and just enjoy 
each of them in your- 
self and others. 


“The Purpose of Life 
is to live it.” - Eleanor 
Roosevelt 


a: 


157 Lakeshore R 


_ February 6th, 2020 7pm - 10pm 
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Common Ground Cafe 
oad West, Mississauga 


One of Peel Region’s 
most exciting arts pro- 
grams will celebrate 
the new year with pro- 
grams geared towards 
mental health. 

MonsterArts for 
Youth, which is part of 
the non-profit Mon- 
strARTity Creative 
Community, will be 
providing workshops 
focused on _ mental 
health to schools across 
Mississauga, Bramp- 
ton and beyond. 

The programs, which 
are co-funded by On- 
tario Trillium Founda- 
tion and the Ontario 
Arts Council, have 
brought world-class 
artists into schools to 
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teach students about 
transcending cultures 
by using the creativity 
of various South Asian 


workshops in film, 
music, visual art and 
design, and historical 
toys and games. 

In a statement Tues- 
day, the founders of the 
MAY program said 
they are striving to 
promote mental health 
by building an inclu- 
sive artistic environ- 
ment leading to 
self-discovery for the 
youth. 

“The MAY program 
ties into how art can be 
used to support dia- 
logues around mental 
health, builds an all-in- 


—e- 


clusive environment 
for students from dif- 
ferent backgrounds 
that transcend cul- 
tures, said Vikas Kohli, 
the executive director 
of MonstrARTity. “Peel 
Region is a mosaic of 
cultures, and we are so 
proud to bring this cos- 
mopolitan community 
together and _ break 
boundaries with the 
MAY program.” 

For more informa- 
tion about the MAY 
program, visit mon- 
strartity.com/mon- 
sterartsforyouth/reque 
st-workshop. 


(Submitted Photo) 
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Virtual libraries, laptop lending 
and more land in Mississauga 


Access to online li- 
braries, laptop lending 
and more are just some 
of the initiatives being 
launched at local li- 
braries this winter, 
Mississauga Library 
System has revealed. 

The library system 
announced earlier this 
week that it will be of- 
fering free resources 
for residents, with the 
intent of making it eas- 
ier than ever to access 
information. 

Customers will now 
have the option to reg- 
ister for a library card 
online. The virtual li- 
brary card enables cus- 
tomers to immediately 
access online resources 
such as e-books, news- 
papers, magazines and 
downloadable movies 
and music. 

New users can also 
upgrade to a free full- 
service card for access 
to our physical collec- 
tions and additional li- 
brary. services. The 
virtual card is a practi- 
cal option for anyone 
who prefers to use only 
the Library’s online 
collection. 

Customers can also 
borrow laptop comput- 
ers for in-library use at 
Central, Frank McK- 
echnie and Woodlands 


libraries. The laptop 
lending program is a 
ilot developed in col- 
aboration with the 
City’s Information 
Technology division as 
part of the Smart City 
Master Plan. 
Chromebooks _ con- 
tinue to be available for 
in-library use at the 
Cooksville, Malton and 
Sheridan locations. 
The library system 
has also expanded its 
existing hot spot lend- 
ing program, which 
began initially at its 
Cooksville location, to 
include Central, Frank 
McKechnie, Malton, 


Mississauga Valley and 
Woodlands libraries. 
Similar to a Wi-Fi 
network, hot spots can 
be used at home, work 
or on the go to connect 


any device to the Inter- 
net. 

In a statement, the 
Library said that it is 
continuing to meet the 
needs of customers 
with a wide variety of 
technology. 

“We are pleased to 
provide access to a 
wide variety of technol- 
ogy,” said library direc- 
tor Lori Kelly. “We are 
working to ensure that 
our customers can ac- 
cess our collection in 
new ways as well as 
provide resources for 
those who do not have 
access so they can get 
connected to help with 
school, a job search, 
government services 
and more.” 

For more informa- 
tion, visit mississaugal- 
ibrary.ca. 


Heritage festivals, diversity mark busy month in Brampton 


Brampton’s diver- 
sity is set to be cele- 
brated at several 
upcoming events tak- 
ing place throughout 
the end of January 
and February. 

Residents are in- 
vited to celebrate the 
city through events 
focusing on different 
cultures, including 
Tamil heritage, Chi- 
nese New Year and 
recognize the contri- 


butions of Black 
Canadians in the 
community. 


On Friday, Jan. 24, 
the city will kick off 
the festivities with a 
Tamil Heritage 
Month celebration. 

January is recog- 
nized as Tamil Her- 
itage Month in 
Brampton to cele- 
brate the contribu- 


tions of Tamil 
Canadians. 
Residents can learn 


more about this com- 
munity’s history and 
culture from 7 - 9 
p.m. in the City Hall 
Atrium, with food 
samples, live enter- 
tainment, a Tamil 


Heritage Month flag- 
raising and much 
more in store. 

Residents can wel- 
come the Lunar New 
Year, and the Chi- 
nese Year of the Rat, 
at Brampton City 
Hall on Sunday, Jan. 
26 from 1 - 4 p.m. in 
the City Hall Atrium. 

This lively celebra- 
tion will include 
iconic dragon and 
lion dances, calligra- 
phy artists, and re- 
freshments. 

Community leaders 
will offer wishes of 
poe and good 

ealth for the coming 
year. This event is or- 
ganized in partner- 
ship with the 
Brampton Chinese 
Business Association, 
and is proudly sup- 
ported by HSBC and 
Mandarin  Restau- 
rant. 

February is recog- 
nized nationwide as 
Black History Month, 
a time to honour the 
legacy and continu- 
ing contributions of 
Black Canadians. 

Two events in Feb- 


ruary will be held in 
celebration of the 
city’s Black African 
and Caribbean com- 
munities. 

Kick off the month 
with a flag raising 
ceremony on Satur- 
day, Feb. 1 at 2 p.m. 
in} Ken  Whillans 
Square, and bring the 
month to a close with 
the Beat of Black His- 
tory Month event on 
Friday, Feb. 28 at 
City Hall. 

The closing event 
will feature a market- 
place with food and 
retail vendors from 
12 - 8 pm in the City 
Hall Conservatory, 
and a ceremony in- 
cluding song, dance 
and spoken word 
performances at 6 
p.m. in the Atrium. 

Artists and vendors 
interested in partici- 
pating in the Black 
History Month event 
are invited to apply 
to the City by Jan. 30. 

The events are part 
of the city’s Commu- 
nity Recognition Pro- 
gram, a series of 
cultural celebrations 


that are hosted 
throughout the year 
to honour local diver- 
sity. 

“Brampton is a mo- 
saic, and city council 
is proud to celebrate 
our community's in- 
credible diversity,” 


Mayor Patrick Brown 


said earlier this week. 
“We hope residents 
from all cultural 
backgrounds will join 
us to learn more 
about Tamil heritage 
and culture, cele- 
brate Chinese New 
Year, and recognize 


the contributions of 


our Black African 
and Caribbean com- 
munities at these ex- 
citing upcoming 
events.” 

For more informa- 
tion on the events, 
visit brampton.ca. 
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Living on a bonus life or borrowed life? 


by Vidya Gopaul 


You might say life is 
unpredictable, but if 
you plan it correctly 
and wisely, you can 
overcome the unpre- 
dictability. Hence you 
can live either on a 
bonus or borrowed life. 

You can choose such 
a life financially, so- 
cially, ethically or 
morally. It is not im- 
possible, but it is 
doable at any stage of 
our life. 

I can never forget 
what once my father 
said to me. "Son, if you 
earn one dollar, make 
sure you spend 99 
cents and save 1 cent 
for the future. You will 
be rich." 

I took his advice to 
my heart, and ever 
since, life has been eas- 
ily manageable. To 
achieve such a produc- 
tive and efficient finan- 
cial goal, you have to 
start making plans 
right from the start. Of 
course, with — that 
comes along lot of sac- 
rifices and determina- 
tions. 

I had to be frugal 
with my expenditures, 
cut down on spending 
money on unnecessary 
things that you do not 
really need and reduce 
the number of unnec- 
essary friends (free- 
loaders, so to speak), 
relatives and parties. 

I had to make a cal- 
culated judgement as 
to what would make 


me happy with less and 
that means less mate- 
rialistic and more spir- 
ituality. 

Taking the above 
steps, I was able to 
graduate from college 
and university debt 
free, which means I did 
not borrow from the 
bank at all, while 
maintaining my ex- 
penses, rents and per- 
sonal expenditures by 
working two jobs dur- 
ing my study years. 

At the same time, 
after securing a good 
job, I was able to make 
maximum  contribu- 
tions to my TFSA, 
RRSP, RESP, Mutual 
Funds and _ stocks, 
which gave me sound 
returns for my retire- 
ment. 

What is a normal 
life? For all intents and 
purposes, life is a lin- 
ear process in a tradi- 
tional way, that is, we 
are born, go through 
childhood, teenage- 
hood, adulthood, ob- 
tain an education, 
secure a_ profession, 
buy a house, get mar- 
ried, have children, 
make sure our children 
are married, become 
grandparents and fi- 
nally retire. 

If you can achieve 
those in a reasonable 
time frame, like I did, 
that is very great and 
very fortunate. That 
will result in the favour 
of living a bonus life. 


For some that is not 
the case. They could 
not follow that linear 
process because of 
their own choices in 
life, destiny or sheer 
bad luck. The fact re- 
mains that at the end 
of the day, if the end 
results are the same, 
then that linear 
process does not really 
matter. In other words, 
when everything is ac- 
complished before you 
retire, then the goal 
has been achieved - 
you live your life as a 
bonus in retirement. 

The word ‘borrow 
means you owe some- 
thing to somebody. It 
means you have to give 
it back at some point in 
life. Hence you play 
catch-up. It can be in 
terms of health, fi- 
nance, friendship, 
family life and career. 

Health wise - If you 
take care of your 
health from the begin- 
ning by eating proper 
foods, exercising and 
moderate drinking 
then chances of getting 
sick is less. 

But once you get 
sick, then you start to 
live on a borrowed for- 
mula - you will always 
ask God, "Please let me 
live a few more years 
so that I can cure my 
sickness or at least I 
can see the wedding of 
my daughter," and so 
on. 

I have a relative who 


had a kidney trans- 
plant thirty years ago 
and is still alive. The 
other day, he said to 
me, "I am living my life 
as a bonus because this 
transplant should not 
have lasted that long." 
On average, an organ 
transplant lasts about 
fifteen years. 

Financially - If you 
play all your cards 
right then you should 
be able to pay off all 
your debt fefore re- 
tirement. 

Otherwise, you have 
to keep paying all the 
borrowed money way 
past the retirement 
age, such as a mort- 

age, bank loan, stu- 
HEH loan, car loan and 
all expenses on the 
credit cards. Hence, 
you are living on a bor- 
rowed life. 

Relationship/family 
wise - in the beginning, 

ou might not have 
had good relations 
with sons, daughters, 
wife, tnebend or 
friends because you 
did not pay much at- 
tention to those rela- 
tionship at the earlier 
stage. Now you play 
catch-up to make up 
all those lost moments. 

Hence, you are bor- 
rowing time to do the 
right thing or reverse 
the bonding process. 
There’s a famous 
pes that says, "I am 

ere now. I want to pay 
more attention to our 


relationship. We want 
to make-up all the lost 
time from now on." 

Have you heard the 
couple in their 60's 
saying , "I'm telling my 
kids to get married and 
they are not listening... 
or the kids are still at 
school... or one of the 
kids just moved back 
home because he does 
not have a job... or she 
moved back home be- 
cause she could not af- 
ford to pay rent and 
tuition fees... and so 
on." 

As parents, you can- 
not ignore their plea 
and leave them to be 
destitute. You are 
obliged to assist them 
as best as you can even 
if it means to live a 
borrowed life. Now you 
may have to extend, or 
shall I say, borrow life 
to extend your retire- 


ment days to help your 
kids. 

Career wise - If you 
plan your career 


wisely, then you will 
not have to play catch- 
up at the end. You have 
to constantly update 
your skills, education 
and adapt to new tech- 
nology. 

Otherwise, you will 
fall behind in seeking 
jobs that pay good 
salary and benents 
that will propel you to 
retire with a sustain- 
able income and live a 
life as a bonus. 

Now that the govern- 


ment has eliminated 
the mandatory retire- 
ment age several years 
ago, people are work- 
ing beyond their retire- 
ment age to make ends 
meet. Hence you are 
playing catch-up again, 
and hence you are liv- 
ing on a borrowed life. 

After all the proper 
steps you took and still 
did not get done and 
you know you did your 
level best, then I would 
say then it is God's des- 
tiny, that is, you have 
to live on a borrowed 
life. 

On the other hand, if 
you have accomplished 
all the above, you are 
now living on a bonus 
life. 

When you are finan- 
cially sound, healthy, 
have family freedom, 
are spiritually uplifted 
and accomplished as a 
family person, then 
you know you are liv- 
ing on a bonus. 

When you say, "I still 
have to do this and 
that, such as, I have to 
marry someone, have 
children, be a grand- 
parent, pay off my debt 
and mortgage, be more 
careful with my 
health," then you are 
living a borrowed life. 

Simply put - if you 
are living a life with no 
regrets whatsoever, 
then you are living a 
bonus life! 

Otherwise, it is a bor- 
rowed life. 


Family Day brings fun for the whole family 


Monday, Feb.17 is 
Family Day, and 
Mississauga will be 
hosting a variety of 
events to encourage 
residents of all ages 
to relax, have fun 
and make happy 
memories with the 
family through an 
assortment of locales 
and venues. 

The city will be 
hosting a number of 


exciting family- 
friendly programs 
and activities includ- 


ing skating, swim- 
ming and sports. 

Check out the 
many fun things to 
do around the city — 
enjoy these experi- 
ences and make 
some happy family 
memories! 

On Monday, Feb. 
17, residents can 
head to Celebration 


Square from 12 - 4 
p.m. for Family 
Skate Day, a full af- 
ternoon of winter 
wonder. —Lace-u 
your skates an 
enjoy the outdoor 
rink. 

Participants can 
also enjoy free skat- 
ing at select Missis- 
sauga community 
centres and arenas. 

Looking for a 
change of pace? Es- 
cape the winter and 
enjoy a swim at se- 
lect Mississauga 
community centres. 

Residents can visit 
the city’s online 
schedule, located at 
mississauga.ca/De- 
partments/Rec/fami 
lyday/schedule/inde 
x.html for a com- 
plete schedule of 
events. 

City offices will be 


closed on Monday, 
Feb. 17. Regular of- 
fice hours will re- 
sume on Tuesday, 
Feb. 18. 

MiWay will oper- 
ate on a_ holiday 
service schedule on 
Feb. 17. Residents 
looking to travel can 
get real-time trip up- 
dates on their next 
bus arrival by calling 
905-615-INFO 
(4636) for  assis- 
tance. 

Libraries will be 
closed on Sunday, 
Feb. 16 and Monday, 
Feb. 17. Regular 
hours will resume on 
Tuesday, Feb. 18. 

The Mississauga 
Animal Services 
shelter will also be 
closed on Feb. 17. 
Regular hours will 
resume on Tuesday, 
Feb. 18. 
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Local singer salutes the 70s with new album 


With a _ unique 
sound that seamlessly 
blends Jazz with ele- 
ments of Pop and 
R&B, there is some- 
thing for every music 
fan to love about vo- 
calist Denise Leslie. 

The _ effervescent 
singer released her 
debut recording One 
Fine Morning earlier 
this year, and held her 
official CD release 
party this past week- 
end at Toronto’s Jazz 


Bistro. 

With infectious 
grooves and_ fresh 
Jazz arrangements, 


the debut album fea- 
tures well-crafted 
renditions of cher- 
ished pop songs from 
the 1970s including 
hits from Lighthouse, 
Van Morrison, Maria 
Muldaur, George 
Benson and The Po- 
lice. 

The new recordin 
offers a fresh soun 
that is hip, innovative 
and familiar all at 
once, showcasing 
Leslie’s impressive 
vocal range and dy- 
namic phrasing. 

Indeed, Leslie’s col- 
lection of stellar ma- 
terial required a 
top-notch team to 
bring it to life. 

Produced by award 
-winning producer 
and guitarist Bob 
McAlpine, the record- 
ing features cele- 
brated bassist Pat 
Collins, drummer 
Paul DeLong, pianist 
Don Baird, as well as 
horn players from 


L 


Brass Transit and 
Lighthouse. 

For Leslie, a jazz vo- 
calist who has per- 
formed in and around 
the GTA for the last 
16 years, creating the 
album was an “ex- 
tremely proud” mo- 
ment for her. 

“It’s comprised 
mainly of tunes from 
the 1970’s, and a cou- 
ple of originals. A 
huge goal was to in- 
corporate my many 


beloved jazz influ- 
ences into our 
arrangements, incl 


uding George Benson, 
Steely Dan and Miles 
Davis,” said Leslie. “I 
strived to create 
something heartfelt 
and personally signif- 
icant here too, as it is 
a debut album. But at 
the same time I 
wanted somethin 
that packs a powerfu 
punch”. 

Tracks such as 
Driven to Tears show- 
case Leslie’s rhythmic 
sensitivity while other 
cuts including Remi- 
niscing by Little River 
Band exude _ joy. 
Sneaky Love features 
the soul sounds of an 
incredible horn sec- 
tion teamed with 
Leslie’s effortless 
R&B vocal sensibili- 
ties. 

“The music of the 
‘70’s had a pureness; 
melody was more in- 
tegral to songwriting 
and the great artists 
of our time dug 
deeper than ever cre- 
atively,” explains 


Leslie. “For each tune, 
I have a cherished 
personal memory, not 
to mention deep felt 
respect for the artistry 
behind each song... 
I'm particularly ex- 
cited to shed the spot- 
light on some of these 
"undersung" heroes 
of songwriting from 
the 1970s, and believe 
that these tunes will 
resonate with many 
listeners of my gener- 
ation and beyond.” 

Leslie worked for 
over two years with 
one of Toronto’s most 
sought after gui- 
tarists, McAlpine, and 
one of Canada’s finest 
jazz bassists, Collins, 
to help create the 
album. 

“The music of the 
‘70's had a pureness; 
melody was more in- 
tegral to songwriting 
and the great artists 
of our time dug 
deeper than ever cre- 
atively,” said Leslie. 
“For each tune, there 
is a cherished per- 
sonal memory, not to 
mention deep felt re- 
spect for the artistry 
behind each too. Plus, 
these were my forma- 
tive years, so I sup- 
pose I’m a _ little 
biased!” 

Leslie will perform 
selections from the 
album tonight (Jan. 
23) at 6:30 p.m. at 
Common Ground 
Cafe (located inside 
West Edge Commu- 
nity Church), at 157 
Lakeshore Road 
West. 
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LAUNCHING TECH CAREERS. 
TRANSFORMING LIVES. 


orange ff 
Apply. Train. Hired. — 


® Job Training - Certification - Professional Skills - Life Skills - Job Placement ® 


18-29 years old? 
Begin your tech career by completing our 
free Junior IT Analyst Program in only 15 weeks. 


sScanforlinfo Important Information 


Monday to Friday - January 20 - May 1, 2020 


Locations: Mississauga, Markham, Toronto 


Contact Sheryll Smith - 647-689-5850 ext 107 
www. .npowercanada.ca/youth 
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